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THE CONGREGATION FOR RELIGIOUS AND SECULAR INSTITUTES

Prot. n. c. 86-1/84

DECREE

The Order of FriarsMinor Conventud has prepared anew text of its Congtitutionsin accordance with
the norms of the Second Vatican Council and other directives of the Church. Complying with the
mandate given to him by the chapter, the Minister Generd has presented the text to the Holy See for
aoproval.

The Sacred Congregation for Religious and Secular Indtitutes, therefore, after submitting the text to the
particular study of consultors, held a -congresso on 8 June, 1984. In view of its favorable vote, the
Sacred Congregation for Religious and Secular Ingtitutes, having observed what is prescribed by law,
approves the text and the changes determined by the congresso with this present decree according to
the origind Létin text kept in its archives.

May dl the Friars of the Order of Friars Minor Conventua be enabled to follow more closdly in the
footsteps of their Seraphic Father Francis and morefruitfully fulfill the misson committed to them by the
Church by their willing acceptance of the renewed Congtitutions as their ((Rule of life and way of
perfection>> (cf. 2 Cel 208).

Given a Rome by the Sacred Congregation for Religious and Secular Indtitutes, 2 October, 1984, the
feadt of the Holy Guardian Angels.

+JEROME HAMMER, O.P.
Pro-Prefect

+V.FAGIOLO
Secretary

Prot. n. 441/84 1, too, believe that the problem of adapting our Congtitutions to the Code and to
our timesis most important, because if they are ((done well>> they will properly regulate everything
d=

(S. Maximilian M. Kolbe, SK 89)



FR. LANFRANCO M. SERRINI

the 116th Minister Genera

of the Order of Friars Minor Conventua
in succession to the Seraphic Patriarch

The sergphic blessing to dl my very beloved brohersin the Lord!

Fifteen years ago our Order began the exacting task of updating its Condtitutions on various levels
and with unified efforts. Today the definitive text can be promulgated.

At the urging of Vatican Council 11 and in kegping with the changed conditions of our times, every
religious family was invited to reflect serioudy on its origins, to rediscover the spirit of the founder,
and to present norms of life appropriate to witnessing within the context of the Church and today's

sodiety.

The Order has completed this journey assisted by the contributions of dl the friars. All were asked
to express their opinions through a questionnaire embracing the most diverse issues of religiouslife.
Subsequent commissions made a synthesis of the various texts which were then submitted for
discussion and approval in the ordinary and extraordinary chapters held in 1969, 1972, 1975, 1978,
1981, and 1983.

During thislong span of time - benefiting from the period of experimentation dlowed by
ecclesadtical authority - it was possible to utilize the many documentsissued by the Church and, by
experience, to test the value of the more relevant changes, especialy those regarding methods of
voting and dective participation in the government of the fraternity.

Following the clear prescriptions of the new Code of Canon Law, our legidation is divided into two
texts.

a the Condtitutions, or the fundamental code, gpproved by the competent authority of the
Church, which can be changed only with its consent (can 587, 1);

b) the Genera Statutes, or complementary norms, enacted by the Order, which can befittingly
reviewed and adapted according to the needs of times and places (can. 587, 4).

The text of the Congtitutions - in spite of the many changes occurring over the past fifteen years -
remains faithful to the criteria adopted in the basic text of 1969. It isdivided into the following Six
chapters:

Chap. I The Gogpd Life of the Friars:
arts. 1-29;
Chap. II: The Formation of the Friars.



arts. 30-66;

Chap. III: The Prayer Life of the Friars:
arts. 67-85;

Chap. 1V: The Community Life of the Friars
arts. 86-119;

Chap. V: The Apogtdlic Life of the Friars:
arts. 120-154;

Chap. VI: The Government of the Order:
arts. 155-206.

Thetext of the Generd Statutes- 6 chapters with 159 articles - is arranged to pardld that of the
Condtitutions and provides the complementary norms.

The total number of articles in the Congdtitutionsis 206, well below the 807 articles of the 1932
Condtitutions. The reduction in number isin kegping with can. 587, 3, of the Code of Canon Law:
"Spiritua and juridica eements are to be suitably joined together; however, norms are not to be
multiplied unless it is necessary." The norms of the generd statutes are likewise limited to whet is
drictly necessary to provide suitable direction for the life and gpogtolic activity of our reigious
family.

By maintaining aliving and authentic bond with our Franciscan chariam - transmitted in the course of
higtory through the various Congtitutions, from the "Antiquag” to those of 1932 - we believe we can
express our charism today by vigorous and joyous observance of norms which meet the needs of a
changing society in a better way.

We assume this obligation so that our Order will be an authentic "sign of thetimes' for the Church
and for the world.

* k%

Dear Brothers, the Congtitutions are a code of life in the sense that they must become incarnate both
inour individua and community life. They are the practicd gpplication of the Rule we have
professed. In fact, together with the Rule, they form the context in which our free choice "to follow
Chrigt" according to the spirit of St. Francis of Asss must mature.

Itis, therefore, our duty to "know," "reflect,”" and assmilate" whatever will make us more faithful
imitators of our Sergphic Fether and thus more capable of transmitting his message of life to the
contemporary world.

A generous effort must be made on al levels so that the Condtitutions become interiorized by each
of thefriars. This could be the "theme" on which to concentrate loving attention over the next few
years, until the spirit and practice proposed to dl the friars ,of our family isassmilated. Every
activity (days of recollection, regiona encounters, iritua chapters - provincia and locd, retredts,
continuing formation programs ... ) can help to involve not only young men in formation but al the
friarsin observing these norms of life presented now as the basic guide for our spiritud journey.



However there is no subditute for what the individud friar has to offer: his persond commitment to
study and his ability to meditate on the text and redlize that his own Franciscan witness is not
founded on something questionable or arbitrary. It will beggt lifeif it fathfully and lovingly
reproduces the persond features of St. Francis of Assig, asthese are shown to usin the norms of
life approved by the authority of the Church.

We will accomplish thisin the traditiond spirit of our religious family which perceives adherence in
fath asimportant as ever, "0 that dways subject and submissive at the feet of the same holy
Church, and steedfast in the Catholic faith, we may observe the poverty and the humility and the
holy Gospd of our Lord Jesus Chrigt which we have firmly promised” (Rb 12).

May the Immeaculate Virgin Mother of God, Queen of our Seraphic Order, and St. Joseph, her
spouse and the Protector of the Order, assist usin this generous effort. May dl the saintsintercede
for us, in particular our founder, &. Francis of Assis and St. Maximilian Mary Kolbe, so closeto
contemporary problems and the needs of our life and gpostolate. May we be encouraged by mutual
example in avibrant fraternity where each one, in joyous and persevering emulation for holiness,
feds himsdf to be aliving and active participant.

With the journey foreseen by the ordinary genera chapter of 1983 at an end and having obtained
definitive gpprova of our Conditutions from the Sacred Congregeation for Religious and Secular
Ingtitutes through the decree of 2 October, 1984, - by virtue of the authority vested in me, |
herewith order their publication and promulgate the definitive text of the Condtitutions of the Order
together with the generd statutes. They are to have the force of law as of March 25, the solemnity
of the Annunciation of our Lord.

Given a Rome, Santi Apostali, the 4th of October
1984, feast of our Seraphic Father St. Francis.

Fr. LANFRANCO M. SERRINI
Miniser Generd

Fr. CRISTOFORO M. ZAMBELLI

Secretary Genera
ABBREVIATIONS
Adm = Admonitions
cn = canon of the Code of Canon Law



Cd = Cdano, Lifeof St. Francis

Cong. Congtitutions of the Order

EpFd = Letter to All the Faithful

EpOrct= Letter to All the Friars

LM = Legenda Maior, Life of S. Francisby S.
Bonaventure, in: "Andecta Franciscanasive
Chronica Aliague Varia Documenta ad His-
toriam Fratrum Minorum Spectantia, Tomus
X: Legendae SFrancisci AsSSens's seec.
X1 et XIV conscriptee” 1, Ad Claras Aquas,
Florentiae, 1926-1941.

0.0. = Opera Omnia of St. Bonaventure, ed. Quarac-
chi, 1898.

PC = Perfectae Caritatis. Decree of Vatican Coun-
al 11 onthe Renewd of RdigiousLife

Rb = Regulabullata, Later Rule, 1223,

Rb = Regulanon bullata, Earlier Rule, 1221.

SAIBMV = Sdutation of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

SC = Sacrosanctum Concilium: The Condtitution
of Vatican Council 11 on the Sacred Liturgy.

Tet = The Testament of St. Francis.

Ultva = The Lagt Will of . Francis written for St
Clae.

NOTE

- The Létin text of the Rule of our holy Father Francis and excerpts from hiswritings are
quoted from the critica edition by Father Cgjetan Esser, O.F.M., Opuscula Sancti Patris Francisci
Asssenss (Grottaferratac Collegium S. Bonaventurae, 1978), in Gli scritti di San Francesco dAssis
(Padua: Edizioni Grafiche Messaggero di S. Antonio, 1982).

THE RULE OF OUR SERAPHIC FATHER ST. FRANCIS

THE BULL OF POPE HONORIUS I1l ON THE RULE OF THE FRIARS MINOR



Honorius, bishop, servant of the servants of God, to his beloved sons, Friar Francis and the other
friars of the Order of Friars Minor, hedth and gpostolic blessing.

The Apostalic Seeis accustomed to grant the pious requests and to accede favorably to the
laudable desires of its petitioners. Wherefore, beloved sonsin the Lord, atentive to your pious
request, by our gpogtalic authority we ratify the following Rule written here, which was approved
our predecessor, Pope Innocent of happy memory; and we confirm it by this document.

It reeds asfollows:

CHAPTERI

IN THE NAME OF THE LORD! THE LIFE OF THE FRIARS MINOR BEGINS

Therule and life of the Friars Minor isthis: to observe the holy Gospe of our Lord Jesus Christ by
living in obedience, without anything of their own, and in chedtity.

Friar Francis promises obedience and reverence to the Lord Pope Honorius and to his canonically
elected successors and to the Roman Church. And the other friars must obey Friar Francisand his
SUCCESSOIS.

CHAPTER I

THOSE WHO WISH TO EMBRACE THIS LIFE AND HOW THEY SHOULD BE
RECEIVED

If anyone wishes to embrace this life and comes to our friars they should send him to the ministers
provincid, who aone have permisson to receive friars. The minigters should diligently examine the
candidates regarding the Catholic faith and the sacraments of the Church. And if they believe dl
these things and are willing to profess and observe them faithfully and steadfastly to the end; and if
they are not married - or, married, their wives have dready entered a monagtery; - or, having given
their husbands permission by the authority of the bishop of the diocese, the wives have aready taken
avow of continence and are of such an age that no suspicion can arise about them; - then the
minister should address the words of the holy Gospd to them: that they should go and sl dl that
belongs to them and attempt to giveit to the poor. If they cannot do thistheir good will is sufficient.
Thefriars and their ministers should be careful not to become solicitous over their tempord effairs,
50 that the candidates may fregly dispose of their goods as the Lord inspires them. But if they need
counsd the ministers have permission to send them to some God-fearing persons to advise them
how to give what they have to the poor. Then they may be given the clothing of probation, namely,
two tunics without a capuche, a cord, short trousers, and a cape reaching to the cord, unless these
same ministers sometimes decide otherwise before God. When the year of probation is ended they
may be received into obedience, promising to observe thislife and rule dways. And, according to
the decree of the Lord Pope, in no way shdl it be lawful for them to leave this Order because, asthe



holy Gospd says: No one having put his hand to the plow and looking back isfit for the kingdom of
God.

And those who have dready promised obedience may have one tunic with acapuche and, if they
wish, another without a capuche. And those who are forced by necessity may wear shoes. And dl
the friars should wear poor clothes and mend them with sacking and other bits of cloth with the
blessing of God. | admonish and exhort them not to look down or pass judgment on those whom
they see wearing soft and colorful clothing and enjoying choice food and drink; rather, let eechone
judge and despise himsdlf.

CHAPTER I

THE DIVINE OFFICE AND FASTING AND THE WAY THE FRIARS SHOULD GO
ABOUT THE WORLD

The dericd friars shdl cdebrate the divine office according to the rite of the Roman Church except
for the psdlter, for which reason they may have breviaries,

The lay friars, however, shal say twenty-four Our Fathers for Matins, five for Lauds, seven for each
of the hours of Prime, Terce, Sext, and None, twelve for Vespers, and seven for Compline. And
they shdl pray for the dead.

And thefriars shdll fast from the feast of All Saints until the Nativity of the Lord. May those who
fast voluntarily for that holy Lent which the Lord consecrated by His own fast, beginning at Epiphany
and continuing for forty days, be blessed by the Lord; and those who do not wish to keep fast are
not obliged. But the friars should fast during that other Lent which lasts until the Lord's
Resurrection.

They are not bound to fast at other times, however, except on Fridays. Buit at times of evident
necessity the friars are not obliged to corpord fasting.

I counsd, admonish, and exhort my brothersin the Lord Jesus Chrigt that, when they go about the
world, they should not quarrel, argue, or judge others, rather, they should be meek, peaceful and
modest, gentle and humble, speaking courteoudy to everyone, asis becoming. And they should not
ride horseback unlessthey are forced to do S0 by evident necessity or infirmity.

In whatever house they enter let them first say: Peaceto thishouse. And, according to the holy
Gospd, they may eat of whatever food is set before them.

CHAPTER IV
THE FRIARS ARE NOT TO RECEIVE MONEY

| firmly command al the friars that in no way are they to receive coins or money, either themsdlves
or through anintermediary. Nonethe ess, the ministers and custodes aone should take specia care
through spiritua friends to provide for the needs of the sick and the clothing of the other friars
according to places and seasons and cold climates, as they see necessity dictate; away's provided,
as stated above, they do not receive coins or money.



CHAPTER YV
THE MANNER OF WORKING

Those friars to whom the Lord has given the grace to work should do it faithfully and devotedly so
that, in avoiding idleness, the enemy of the soul, they might not extinguish the spirit of holy prayer
and devation to which dl other tempora matters must be subordinate. In payment for their work
they may receive whatever is necessary for their own bodily needs and those of their confreres but
not coins or any form of money; and they should do this humbly as befits the servants of God and
the followers of most holy poverty.

CHAPTER VI

THE FRIARS SHALL NOT APPROPRIATE ANYTHING TO THEMSELVES,

BEGGING ALMS, THE SICK FRIARS

The friars shal not gppropriate anything to themsaves, neither house nor place nor anything.

Insteed, as pilgrims and strangers in this world who serve the Lord in poverty and humility, they
should go begging dms confidently. Nor should they fed ashamed, for the Lord made Himsdlf poor
for usinthisworld. Thisisthat summit of highest poverty which has made you, my most beloved
friars, heirs and kings of the kingdom of heaven - poor in earthly things but exdted in virtues. Let
this be your portion which leads into the land of theliving. Dedicating yourselves entirely to this, my
most beloved friars, never wish for anything €lse under heaven for the sake of our Lord Jesus Chrigt.
And wherever the friars may be and shal meet other confreres et them show that they are members
of one family. And each one should confidently reved what he needs to the other for, if a mother
loves and nourishes her son in the flesh, should not someone love and care even more deeply for his
brother in the spirit?

And if any of them becomes sick, the other friars should serve him as they would wish to be served
themsdves

CHAPTER VII

THE PENANCE TO BE IMPOSED ON THE FRIARSWHO SIN

If any of thefriars at the instigation of the enemy should sin mortally they are bound to have recourse
to their ministers provincia as soon as possible, without delay, for those sins for which the friars
have decreed recourse only to them. These ministers, if priests, should impose a penance upon
them with mercy; but if they are not priests they should have a penance imposed by others of the
Order who are priests as it seems best to them before God. They must take care not to become
angry or disturbed because of someone elsg's sin, since anger and disturbance impede charity in
them and in others.



CHAPTER VIII

THE ELECTION OF THE MINISTER GENERAL OF THISFRATERNITY AND THE
CHAPTER OF PENTECOST

All the friars are bound dways to have one of the friars of this Order as minister genera and servant
of the entire fraternity and they are bound gtrictly to obey im. Upon his death the dection of a
successor should be done by the ministers provincial and the custodes at the Chapter of Pentecos,
for which the minigters provincid are dways bound to convene wherever the minister generd has
decided it isto be held; and they shdl do this once every three years or more or less frequently as
the minister genera decides.

And if a any time it becomes evident to the body of the ministers provincid and the custodes that a
minister generd is not quaified for the sarvice and generd wdfare of the friars then these same friars
to whom the dection is entrusted are bound in the name of the Lord to dect ancther for themsdves
ascugtodian. After the Chapter of Pentecost each minister and custos may cdll hisfriarsto a
chapter once in the same year in his own region, if he so wishes and if it seems expedient to him.

CHAPTER IX

PREACHERS

Thefriars shal not preach in the diocese of any bishop when he has opposed their doing so. And
none of the friars may dare preach to the people unless he has been examined and gpproved by the
minister generd of thisfraternity and has received from him the office of preaching.

| further admonish and exhort these friars that, in their preaching, their words be well chosen and
cheste for the benefit and edification of the people, speaking to them about vices and virtues,
punishment and glory in a brief message, because our Lord spoke but a short time while on earth.

CHAPTER X

THE ADMONITION AND CORRECTION OF THE FRIARS

The friars who are the ministers and servants of the other friars should visit and admonish their
confreres and correct them humbly and Charitably, not commanding them anything that might be
againg their conscience and our Rule. However, the friars who are subject to them should
remember that they have renounced their own willsfor God. Therefore | grictly command them to
obey their minigtersin dl those things which they have promised the Lord to observe and which are
not againgt their conscience and our Rule. And wherever there are friars who know and redlize that
they cannot observe the Rule spiritudly they may and should have recourse to their ministers. The
minigters on their part should receive them kindly and charitably and should be so closdly acquainted
with them that these friars can spesk and behave with the ministers as masters do with their servants;
for thisisthe way it should be: that the ministers are the servants of dl the friars.



Indeed, | admonish and exhort the friarsin our Lord Jesus Christ to beware of dl pride, vainglory,
envy, avarice, care and anxiety for thisworld, detraction and murmuring. And those who are
illiterate should not be eager to acquire learning. Instead, let them seek what they must desire above
dl dse to have the Spirit of the Lord and His holy behavior, to pray dways to Him with a pure heart
and to have humility, patience in persecution and weskness, and to love those who persecute,
reprove and reproach us, because the Lord says: Love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute and dander you. Blessed are those who suffer persecution for the sake of justice for
theirsisthe kingdom of heaven. But whoever persaveresto the end, he will be saved.

CHAPTER XI

THE FRIARS ARE NOT TO ENTER THE MONASTERIESOF NUNS

I firmly commeand dl the friars not to have any reationships or conversations with women which
could arouse suspicion. No one should enter the monasteries of nuns except those to whom specid
permission has been granted by the Apostolic See; nor should they be godfathers of men or women
lest scandd arise on this account among the friars or concerning them.

CHAPTER XII

THOSE WHO GO AMONG THE SARACENS AND OTHER NONBELIEVERS

Those friars who, by divine inspiration, desire to go among the Saracens and other nonbelievers
should ask permission from their ministers provincid. But the ministers should grant no one
permission to go except those whom they consider fit to be sent.

In addition, | command the ministers under obedience to petition the Lord Pope for one of the
cardinds of the holy Roman Church to be the governor, protector, and corrector of this fraternity so
that, dways subject and submissive a the feet of this same holy Church and steadfast in the Catholic
faith, we may observe the poverty and the humility and the holy Gospd of our Lord Jesus Chrigt
which we have firmly promised.

HERE ENDS THE RULE AND LIFE OF THE FRIARS MINOR

THE CONFIRMATION OF THE RULE

No one, therefore, is permitted to tamper in any way with this decree of our confirmation or to
oppose it rashly. Should anyone, however, presume to attempt this, let it be known that he shdll
incur the indignation of Almighty God and of His blessed gpostles Peter and Paul.

Given a the Lateran, the twenty-ninth day of November, in the eighth year of our pontificate.

HERE ENDS THE CONFIRMATION OF THE RULE OF THE FRIARS MINOR



THE WORDS OF EXHORTATION
OF OURHOLY FATHER FRANCISTO THE FRIARS

0 most beloved brothers and sons forever
blessed, hear me, hear the voice of your Father:

Grest things we have promised;
greater have been promised us.
Let us observe the former;

let usaspireto the latter.
Peasureis short;

punishment, everlagting.
Suffering is dight;

glory, infinite.

Many are cdled;

few are chosen.

Retribution for dl.

Brethren, while we have time, let us do good.

CHAPTERI
THE GOSPEL LIFE OF THE FRIARS
Spiritud Introduction

a Blessed Francis, whom God raised up in the Church as a perfect imitator of His son Jesus
Chrig, dearly tedtifies that he was divindy inpired to found his religious community. He Sates. "The
Lord thus gave me, brother Francis, the grace to begin alife of penance...And after the Lord gave
me charge of some brothers, no one showed me what | should do, but the most high Lord reveded
to me that | should live ac cording to the form of the holy gospd” (Test).

b) "Seaing how the Lord God was daily increasing their number, blessed Francis wrote for
himsdf and his brothers, both present and future, asmple and brief form of life and rule, usng
mainly sayings of the holy gospd, theided of perfection he ardently de-

sred” (1 Cd 32).

For this reason the entire life of the Friars Minor consstsin this: to observe the holy gospd whichis
the power of God unto salvation for every belever and the font of dl perfection from which Friars
Minor learn and choose "to live in obedience, in chastity and without anything of their own and
follow in the teaching and the footsteps of our Lord Jesus Chrigt..." (Rnb 1).

0 "We are dl brothers [of the same Lord Jesus Christ] when we do the will of His Father in
heaven" (Ep fid.) and when we imitate the example of Him who gave Hislife lest Hefal in most
holy obedience to the Father" (Ep Ord) For "the Lord saysin the Gospd: none of you can be my
disciple unless he gives up dl his possessions, and anyone who wants to save hislifewill loseit.



"That man leaves dl that he possesses and loses his body and his soul who makes himsdlf totally
available for obedience at the hand of his superior..." (Adm) Therefore, let the friars redize that
they are truly obedient only when they habitualy "persevere in kegping the Lord's commands which
they have sworn on the holy gospd and by their own lives to do; and may they be blessed by the
Lord" (Rnb 5).

d From the moment blessed Francis returned al his possession to the Lord God and
embraced poverty before the bishop of Asss in these words: "Now will | be ableto say fregly: Our
Father who art heaven" (2 Cd 12) he became the most faithful imitator and brother of the poor
Chrig. "I, your little brother Francis, wish to follow the life and poverty of our most high Lord Jesus
Chrigt and of His most Mother and to perseverein it until the end of my lifé" (UItVol) Hencethe
Friars Minor embrace most exdted poverty with humility and joy. It has made them "heirs and kings
of the kingdom of heaven, poor in earthly things but exdted in virtues' (Rb 6) Dedicating themsdlves
entirdy to this portion the friars should not desire anything ese on this earth.

€)"Now then, having left the world, we have no-thing to do but to obey the will of the Lord and to
please Him" (Rnb 22) in perfect continence chosen for the sake of the kingdom of heaven, and
thereby to experience, as did blessed Francis, how holy and beatiful it isand "how deightful,
pleasing, humble, peaceful, swest, lovely and desirable above dl things to have such a brother and
such ason: our Lord Jesus Chrigt, who laid down Hislife..." for us (EpFid)

Thefriars, therefore, "after removing every hindrance and putting aside every thought and anxiety
should, as best they know how, serve, love, honor and adore the Lord God with a clean heart and a
pure mind... which iswhat He himself desres above dl esg' (Rnb 22)

f) Blessed Francishimsdf proposes to his brothers for observance the form and rule of life
which he wrote and had confirmed by the Lord Pope, and he recommendsiit as "the book of life, the
hope of salvation, the marrow of the Gospel, the way of perfection, the key to paradise, the seal of
our eternal covenant. He wanted everyone to have it and to know it well, and everywhere... to

Spesk about it with his own inner self, as a remembrance of the oath professed” (2 Cel 208)
Therefore, "just asthe Lord helped” blessed Francis "to spesk and write down” this same rule and
life"purdy and amply" (Test), 30 should we understand it purely and smply and observe it by a holy
lifeto theend. We must do this, under the guidance of the Church, so that "aways subject and
submissiveat the feet of the same holy Church... we may observe the poverty, the humility, and the
holy gospd of our Lord Jesus Chrigt which we have firmly promised” (Rb 12)

TITLEI
THE CONSTITUENT ELEMENTS OF THE ORDER

| - 1. The Order of Friars Minor Conventud is areligious community founded by S. Francis of
Asss under the name of Friars Minor. From its earliest times the word conventua was added to
thisname. The members of the Order are cdled Friars Minor Conventual.

2. From its foundation our community, by thewill of our Father S. Francis, isatrue fraternity. Its
members, therefore, as brothers of asingle family, sharein the life and work of the community, each
according to hisown circumstances. They have equd rights and obligations, except in those matters



pertaining to holy orders. Our Order, however, is classified by the Church as clerical.

3. . Franciswanted his brothers to be known as Friars Minor "so that... from the very name itself
his disciples might redlize that they had come to the schoal of the humble Chrigt to learn humility”
(LM VI, 5@

4. Our friars are united in a conventud fraternity, in the proper sense of that term, so asto foster
greater dedication, amore regular life, amore fervent divine office, a better formation of candidates
(cf. O.0. VIIlI, 367), the study of theology, and the other works of the apostolate in the service of
the Church of God o thet, especidly under the guidance of Mary Immaculate, the Kingdom of
Christ may be extended throughout the world.

2 - 1. Inthe Order, contemplative lifeisintimady linked to apostalic activity. The apostolate of
sacred ordersis exercised through the ministry of clerical friars with the cooperation of the others.

2. For the common good of the Lord's flock the entire Order and each friar isimmediately subject
to the Supreme Pontiff.

3- 1. The Order's foundation is religious profession by which the friars commit themsdaves to the
gospd life of perfect charity, not Smply in using the ordinary means of sanctification but by the public
vows of obedience, poverty, and chagtity by which they are consecrated to God through the ministry
of the Church; and by the observance of common life and the Rule and Condtitutions, according to
the spirit of the Seraphic Order. Friars are definitively incorporated into the Order by their
profession of solemn vows.

2. Thefollowing especidly promote the Franciscan spirit:

a loving God, the supreme good whose loving plan isto restore dl things in Chrigt, with
undivided heart;

b) conforming onesdlf to the same Christ the Lord from whom every grace flows as from its
source and heed, by redizing His mysteries in oneé's own life, in union with Mary, the Immeculate
Mother of God, and with the whole Church;

o) likewise, loving al people by proclaiming and promoting peece, brotherly love, and the
kingdom of Chrigt among them;

d and, findly, whileliving in the world, serving the Lord in poverty, humility, Smplicity, and
gladness of heart.

TITLE11
THE PROFESSION OF VOWS

4 - 1. By their professon of the vows of obedience, poverty, and chadtity, the friars:

a dedicate themselves directly and entirely to God in a specid manner;

b) are conformed more exactly to the type of life Christ the Lord chose for Himsdf and are
united in agpecid way to the Church and her saving mission;

0 gimulate the fervor of ther charity through afuller expression of their baptisma
consecration, progress in the life of pilgrims and penitents, and voluntarily deny themselves goods



otherwise highly esteemed.

2. Each friar, therefore, called to the profession of the evangelica counsels, should live according to
his vocation and strengthen it by persevering effort and prudent vigilance.

3. By their very nature the three vows bind under pain of serious sin.

5 - By the vow of obedience the friars fully surrender their own willsto God, offering themsalves to
Him as a holocaust o as to be one with the divine will after the example of Jesus Christ, who came
to do thewill of HisFather. Thus, in the spirit of faith, they subject themsdlvesto their superiorsin
the Church. This obedience, however, not only does not lessen the dignity of the human person but,
rather, in broadening the freedom of the sons of God bringsit to greater maturity.

6- 1. Thefriars are bound to obey the Supreme Pontiff as their highest superior, both by reason of
their vow as well as by the example and command of St. Francis.

2. They must likewise obey the Minister Generd, the successor of our Father St. Francis, and other
superiors of the fraternity when they command in accordance with the Rule and Congtitutions (cf.
can.601).

7- 1 Thefriars, living among the people of God as catholic and gpostolic men, faithful to the
specia promise and example of our Sergphic Father, should particularly show themsalves minor by
reverently obeying the Church in dl things

2. Thefriars are subject, according to the norms of law, to the congregations of the Roman Curia
and to loca ordinaries in whatever pertainsto their pastora authority.

3. Inagairit of faith and of love for the will of God they should obey their superiorsin everything |
which is not contrary to their conscience and to our Rule.

8- 1. Inthe exercise of ther office superiors should be docile to God'swill in aspirit of love and
sarvice. They should ligten to their friars and encourage their joint efforts for the good of the
fraternity and of the Church.

2. They should lead their subjects along to cooperate with them by applying themsdlvesto their
ordinary duties and to new undertakings with an active and responsible obedience, but with the
superior's authority remaining intact to decide and prescribe what must be done.

9 1. By the solemn vow of evangdica poverty the friars completely renounce the ownership of
earthly goods so that they may soldy possess spiritud goodsin God, who isal good, and, freed
thus from dl worldly cares, they may love the Father more easlly.

2. In order to observe religious poverty the friars are bound to avoid acts of ownership, to be
subject to their superiorsin the use of temporal goods, and to be and show themselves to be truly
poor in fact and in spirit.



3. Each friar should love and practice most exdted poverty as befits followers of the poor and
humble St. Francis. Superiors should excd in this observance because they must guide others by
their example. They should beware of weakening the observance of poverty by indiscriminate
permissons.

10 1. Before temporary profession acandidate isto cede adminigtration of his goods to whomever
he prefers and to dispose fredly of their use and revenues.

2. Within sixty days before his solemn profession, however, he must dso renounce the ownership of
the goods he actudly has, in aform which, if possble isdso vdid in civil law, and this on condition
that profession actudly takes place. In order to change these dispostionsfor ajust cause and to
place any act whatsoever in matters of tempora goods he needs the permission of his superiors.

3. Friarswho have legitimately |eft or who have been legitimately dismissed from the Order can
request nothing from it for any work done whilein it (cf. can. 702, 1).

11- 1. Thefriars should never forget that they are poor men and pilgrimsin thisworld and that
goods acquired by them or provided for them are not their own but are destined solely for asmple
life- style and for the fulfillment of the Order's various gpogtolates and works of charity.

2. Therefore, they should not possess goods, particularly immovable goods, without evident
necessity for the life of the friars or without proportionate benefit to the works of the Order. They
should dways avoid, however, any semblance of avarice or unwarranted accumulation.

12- 1. Thefriars should consder themsdves bound by the common law of work. While mainly
procuring the necessities of life for themselves in this way, they should banish dl worry and entrust
themselves to the care of their heavenly Fether.

2. They may accept compensation and pensons for their [abor and join socid security plansin
accordance with the statutes, with due regard for Congt. n. 15, 3.

13- 1. Thefriars should faithfully observe that poverty which should characterize our family, i.e,
the Order itsdf. In dl things they should avoid fastidiousness in style and furnishings and anything
that smacks of luxury.

2. Thefriars should willingly beer the poverty of common life and the inconveniences arising fromiit.

3. Since, moreover, the friars life of poverty should take into account the socia condition of the
people in whose midst they dwell, the friars should live gladly among the poor, being aliving witness
to the gospd for them by sharing their sorrows and struggles and working with them as
crcumgtances permit, by assisting them to better their conditions, and by lifting up their heartswith
the hope of future blessings.

14 - 1. Thefriars should grive to use whatever isintended for gpostolic works for the benefit of
such works and for the continued expansion of the apostolates of the Order. Their care and
diligence in these matters should be motivated solely by zed for souls.



2. According to the ways and means prescribed by the chapter, provinces and friaries should share
their tempora goods with each other so that those who have more assist those who suffer want.

3. Moreover, from their own resources they should gladly help meet the necessities of the Church
and of the poor, whom dl religious should love with the tenderness of Christ.

15- I. Sincethey arerelated to the conditions of the times, particular forms of Franciscan poverty
should be observed faithfully by al in accordance with the declarations of the Supreme Pontiffs and
the norms of the Condtitutions so that the spirit of sergphic poverty will dways remain unchanged.

2. According to the declarations of the Church, the Order itsdlf, the provinces, and the friaries can
own tempord goods, individud friars may never do so.

3. Wherefore, dl goods which accrue to the friarsin any way whatsoever, either as compensation
for work or for some other reason or as a gift, even if given to them personaly, belong to the friary
or, according to the provincid statutes, to some other juridica person in the Order.

16- 1. While safeguarding the norms and principles of alife of poverty and of common life, a
moderate use of money - today the common means of exchange even for the poorest people - is
alowed the friars under the authority and control of the superior.

2. If thefriars cannot support themsalves by their own work they may have recourse to the table of
theLord, i. e, they may beg dms or goply for and receive socid welfare, but only where thisform
of Franciscan poverty can bear witness to the gospd.

17 - Moreover, because our Seraphic Father founded his Order in the Church principaly asa
witnessto evangelicd poverty, the friars in and outside chapters should seek to devise new forms of
poverty gppropriate to the times so that this witness may dways be manifest. However, it isthe
right of chapters to pass judgment on such new forms.

18- 1. By the vow of perfect chadtity, a precious gift of divine grace, the friars are able to dedicate
themselves more eesily with undivided heart to God done for the sake of Christ and His kingdom;
and they choose the Sate of perfect continence as a fimulus to the love of God and man and a
pledge of heavenly treasure, and as a specia source of spiritud fruitfulnessin the world.

2. Accordingly, they are obliged by the added bond of rdigious professon to avoid dl internd and
externa acts contrary to chadlity.

19- 1. Thefriars should be careful to keep their vow of chadtity intact and to make it fruitful
through devout reception of the sacraments, constant and fervent prayer, contemplation of the
mysteries of Jesus Chrigt and of the Blessed Virgin Mary, mutua love in sharing common life, and,
lastly, through zedlous gpogtolic minidiry.

2. Trusting in the words of our Lord and relying on His help the friars should not presume on their
own srength. They should persevere in practices of mortification and custody of the senses and



driveto achieve maturity and self-megtery in their affective life.

3. Sincethe Lord God must be loved in dl his creatures with a pure heart, chaste affection, and
reverence, the relationship of the friars toward women, and especially those women consecrated to
God, should be characterized by respect and courtesy after the example of St. Francis.

TITLE I
THE PROFESSION OF THE RULE

20 - TheRule or form of life of the Friars Minor confirmed by Honorius 111 and interpreted by
successve Popesis the fundamentd law of the whole Order from which, therefore, the friars should
draw ingpiration and to which they should conform their lives.

21- 1. Itistheright of the Apostolic See, ether onitsown initiative or at the request of the generd
chapter, to interpret the Rule authentically.

2. Itisin fact the right of the genera chapter with the consent of two-thirds of the vating members
to request of the Apostolic See either that the meaning of the Rule be adapted to the new conditions
of the times or that norms of Constitutions be abrogated or new ones approved.

3. The declarative interpretations of the Congtitutions belongsto the genera chapter; however,
outsde of chapter for an urgent reason, the Minister Generd with his definitory, in consultation with
the minigters provincid if possble, can give an interpretation which is vdid until the next chepter.
The authentic interpretation, however, isreserved to the Holy See.

4. Likewise, the genera chapter can issue laws and decrees regarding the faithful observance of the
Rule and Condtitutions.

22 - 1. For the implementation of the generd laws, generd chapters may enact particular statutes
for the whole Order; provincia chapters for their repective provinces.

2. In more urgent cases interpretation or changes in these statutes may be enacted by the respective
minigters with their definitories, vaid until the next chapter.

3. Before provincia statutes are promulgated they must be sent promptly to the Minister Generd,
who, with his definitory, only verifies their conformity with the Condtitutions.

23- 1. The Rule bindsin conscience according to the declarations of the Romean Pontiffsin
accordance with the norms of the Condtitutions.

2. The Congtitutions and statutes bind under sin, proportionately to the importance of the object, in
matters of the vows and divine and ecclesiagtical laws.

3. Thefriars should gtrive to observe the Rule, Condtitutions, and statutes as the obligation
contracted at religious profession requires, principally out of love for evangelicd perfection
according to the spirit of the Order.



24 - Thefollowing may grant atemporary dispensation from the disciplinary norms of the
Condtitutions and statutes for a just and reasonable cause:

a the Minister Generd for individud friars and friaries and with the consent of his definitory for
individua provinces as well;

b) the Minister Provincia for his own friars and other friarsresding in his province and with the
consent of his definitory for individud friariesaswdll;

0 the Guardian for his own and for other friarsresiding in the friary.

25- 1. Thefriars should take care to continuoudy study and deegpen their knowledge of the Rule,
the Condtitutions, the writings of our holy Father Francis, and other documents relevant to the life of
the Order, and to make the spirit of these their own.

2. The Rule and Congtitutions, however, are to be read in common at atime and in amanner
determined by the provincia statutes.

TITLE IV
THE STRUCTURE OF THE ORDER

26- 1. a) Alwaysfaithful to the Catholic Church and bearing witnessto Christ by living in the world
according to the gospel, dl the friars together with their ministers should gtrive continuoudly to creste
and maintain the unity of the fraternity;

b) working in loca and missionary churches the friars with their ministers and custodes are
organized respectively into provinces and custodies;

0 wherever the friars may be in the world, by showing fellowship to each other they should
create ared family, the dynamic center, asit were, of their spiritud and apogtalic life.

2. The Sacred Convent in Assis enjoys a primacy over dl other friaries Since it has been entrusted
with the care of the famous shrine where the morta remains of our Seraphic Father lieinrest. The
friary has been declared head and mother of the whole Order and the church has been elevated to
the rank of patriarcha baslicaand papd chapd. All the friars should consider the Sacred Convent
the center of spiritudity for the Order, the provinces, and the friaries and redlize that they have a
spiritud bond with it. 1t isfitting, therefore, to station friars chosen from various provinces of the
Order at the Sacred Convent so that they may manifest and strengthen the love and fiddlity of al the
friars of the provinces in reference to Franciscan perfection and its charism, and be able to promote
and foster itsvitality. The Sacred Convent is governed by its own statutes.

27 - The Order isdivided into provinces to which friars are affiliated. Provinces are formed from
friaries or communitiesin which friars are Sationed de familiar Genera and provincia custodies are
consdered sSmilar to provinces according to the norms of the Constitutions.

28- 1. Theerection, divison, union, and suppression of a province or generd custody is reserved
to the genera chapter - of aprovincid custody, to the provincid chapter - after hearing those
concerned and according to the prescriptions of law.



2. To erect aprovince or general custody as many friaries and solemnly professed friars shal be
required by the genera chapter as prudently judged necessary to insure an independent life for the
province or custody.

3. For specid and serious reasons a provincia chapter can erect aprovincia custody upon
obtaining an afirmative vote of two thirds of its voting members with the permission of the Minister
Generd and the consent of his definitory.

29- 1. Thegenerd chapter determines the erection and suppression of afriary under the immediate
jurisdiction of the Minister Generd, with due regard for the norms of common law (cann. 609, 1,
610; 1215, 3).

2. The erection of afriary isreserved to the provincid chapter; in urgent cases, however, to the
Minigter Provincid with the consent of his definitory, after obtaining the permisson of the Minister
Generd and the consent of his definitory and with due regard for the norms of common law (cann.
609, 1,610;611; 1215, 3).

3. The erection of afriary in the territory of another province requires in addition the consent of the
Minigter Provincid of that province with the deliberative vote of his definitory.

4. A filid house depending on another friary may be erected or suppressed by the Minister
Provincid with the consent of his definitory, after consulting the friary chapter of the friary involved
and observing the regulations of common law (cann. 609; 616, 1).

5. The suppression of afriary is reserved to the Minister Generd with the consent of his definitory,
after hearing those concerned and consulting the diocesan bishop (can. 616, 1).

CHAPTER 11
THE FORMATION OF THE FRIARS
Spiritua Introduction

a From the very beginning of the Order blessed Francis clearly stated the premises, stages,
and principles of formation: "If anyoneisingpired by God to live our life and comes to our brothers,
they should welcome him; and if they see that he is determined to profess our Rule they should bring
him to their ministers as soon as possible... The minigter, for his part, should receive him kindly and
encourage him and tel him al about our way of life... The minister should dothe him as anovice for
ayear... When the year fixed for the novitiate is over, he should be alowed to profess obedience;
and once that has been done, he may not... wander about beyond the limits of obedience... No
candidate may be received contrary to the norms and the prescriptions of the holy Church' (Rnb 2)

b) Let the friars kegp in mind how much gentleness of character attracts others; in other words,
that "the example of their own livesisthe best commendation™ of the Order. To spur the growth of
the Orde "it isright to publicize themsdalvesin order to foster vocations, and they aso have the right



to seek candidates' (PC 24) so asto cultivate the seeds of vocation in them properly.

0 To that candidate, then, who isresolved to embrace our way of life - who is aware that heis
cadled by God and has reached that degree of human and spiritual maturity which will dlow him to
decide to respond to this call with sufficient and proper respongbility and freedom - the minister
shdl explain our way of life, namely, the general meaning of the vows and of the Rule, and prepare
and encourage him for the time of probation. In most cases, in fact, agradud spiritua and
psychologica adjustment appears to be indispensable in order to prepare the way for certain breaks
with oné's socid milieu and even worldly habits. Y oung people today who are atracted by the
religious life are not looking for an easy life; indeed, ther thirgt for the absolute is consuming.

d During the entire time of probation those admitted to the Order should strive ™ * .. to follow
the teaching and footsteps of our Lord Jesus Christ who says: If you wish to be perfect, go and sl
al that you own and give the money to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven; ... If anyone
wantsto be afollower of mine, let him renounce himsdf and take up his cross and follow me- and
in like manner, If any man comes to me without hating his father, mother, wife, children, brothers,
sgers, yes and his own life, too, he cannot be my disciple”’ (Rnb )

At the same time, they should be trained in leading what blessed Francis cdled the life of the lesser
brothers. "'so that... his followers might learn from the very name itself that they have come to the
schoal of the humble Chrig to learn humility” (LM VI, 5).

2 After the time of probation, those received to obedience promise, through the observance of
the evangelica counsdls, to follow the footsteps of the Lord who says. "... everyone who has left
houses, brothers, sigters, father, mother, children, or land for the sake of my name will be repaid a
hundred times over, and dso inherit eternd life' (Rnb 1).

Indeed, even though first profession, because it istemporary, is caled a period of probation,
nevertheless it redlly makes the candidate share in the consecration proper to the religious date
which solemn profession completes, inasmuch as it unites him firmly and permanently to Chrigt.

f) Meantime, according to the "norms and prescriptions of the holy Church™ (Rnb 21), young
friars, supported by grace and the help of teachers, should be formed in willing and generous
behavior. They should cultivate humility and a strong desire for their own expropriation o asto be
able to offer themsdves totaly despoiled into the arms of the Crucified.

. Francis wished those entering the Order to have just such aspirit so that strengthened for every
eventudity they might be able to uproot worldly affections by the practice of humility and thus be
enabled to atain perfection of charity "in the school of perfection” (2 Cel 194)

0 Let the following words of our Sergphic Father be carefully pondered as a synthesis of
Franciscan formation: "In the name of the Lord! | beseech dl the friars to learn the tenor and
meaning of whet iswritten in thislife for the salvation of our souls, and to recdl it to mind frequently.
And | implore God, who is al powerful, triune and one, to bless dl who teach, learn, possess,
remember, and live it, as often as they repeat and do what is written there for the salvation of our
souls' (Rnb 23).



TITLEI
FOSTERING VOCATIONS

30- 1. With unceasing prayer, gpostolic zedl, and the witness of their own lives, al the friars should
cooperate in recruiting and fostering vocations - especialy missonary vocations - for the whole
Church and for our Order.

2. Each province shall establish avocation program and, as the needs require, should have capable
vocation directors engaged in this gpogtolate in cooperation with diocesan authorities.

31- 1. Withfull respect for the freedom of each person, the stirrings of avocation in young men,
whether educated in or outside the Order, should be nurtured diligently.

2. Studentsin minor seminaries of the Order should, as potential candidates, lead alife consonant
with their age, mentdity, and stage of development, and the norms of sound psychology. It should
not exclude suitable human experiences nor reationships with their own families.

3. In these seminaries the course of studies should be so organized in accordance with locd law and
custom that the candidates who decide to choose another way of life can pursue their education
elsawhere without inconvenience.

4. They should diligently promote initiatives for those whom God has chosen for rdigious life at
different times and in different circumstances of life and who later in life have become aware of their
vocation to the Order.

TITLEII
ADMISSION TO THE ORDER

32- 1. Any sufficiently mature Catholic who, conscious of ardigious vocation and aware of its
obligations, has fredy submitted a request in writing may be admitted to the Order if he is endowed
with the qudities required by universa law and by our own and is not prevented by any impediment
(cann. 597, 1, 643). The ministers should then discern in the candidate the sgns and qudities of a
true vocation to our brotherhood.

2. In eech candidate the following are required: aright intention, freedom, adequate physicd and
psychic hedth - to be discerned adso in the context of the candidate's family ard his affective family
reldions - necessary intellectud, mora and spiritud formation, and the ability to lead the fraternd
and gpogtalic life of the Order.

33- 1. The provincid datutes shal determine what testimonias and documents are to be presented
for each candidate and, with due attention to the norms of common law (cann. 643, 1; 645, 1-2)
and loca requirements, set the minimum age for entry into the novitiate.

2. Moreover, they should determine how the prior period of probation isto be passed; likewise,
whether the postulancy is advisable for dl or only some candidates and what should be its nature



and duration, which may vary for individua candidates.

34- 1. Admission to the Order is effected by reception into the novitiate in aprovince or custody
by the respective mgjor superior with the consent of his definitory, obtained by secret vote.

2. Only the Minister Generd with the consent of his definitory may admit a candidate who has | eft
the Order |egitimately after completing the novitiate or after profession; it is up to the same Minister
Generd to determine a suitable probationary period before temporary professon without the
obligation of repesting the novitiate and atime in such vows prior to solemn professon, according to
Const. nos. 35 and 45, 2.

35 - Theformation and the testing of a vocation both by the candidate and by the Order extends
over the entire period between reception and solemn profession. It includes, therefore, the novitiate
and the years of temporary profession which, without prejudice to Congt. n. 45, 2, may not be less
than three years and no longer than six.

TITLE
NOVITIATE AND PROFESSION

36- 1. The beginning of the novitiate should be a public act. It should be conducted according to
theritua of the Order and the provincial statutes and recorded in a book for this purpose.

2. After the candidates have been received into the Order they shal make a twelve- month novitiate
in afriary duly designated for this purpose,

3. Only the Minister Generd with the consent of his definitory may, by written decree, erect,
transfer, or suppress the novitiate house.

4. In particular cases and as an exception the Minister Generd with the consent of his definitory
may alow acandidate to make his novitiate in another friary of the Order or province under the
guidance of an gpproved friar.

5. The mgjor superior can permit the group of novicesto live for a period of time in another house
of the Order designated by himsdlf.

37- 1. With dueregard for the prescriptions of Congt. n. 36, 5 and cann. 647-649, absencefrom
the novitiate house which lasts more than three months, either continuous or interrupted, renders the
novitiate invalid. An absence of more than fifteen days must be made up.

2. For ajust reason the mgjor superior can alow first profession to be anticipated but not by more
than fifteen days, and aso to be made outside the novitiate.

3. The mgor superior or the guardian of the novitiate or their delegate may admit a novicein danger
of death to professon. Should he recover he will be in the same status as though he had never made
profession.



38- 1. The novitiate condtitutes the indispensable foundation of dl religious formation and therefore
it should be dedicated solely to ingtructing candidates thoroughly and soundly in the Franciscan way
of life

2. Under the guidance of adirector and pursuant to the norms of law (cann. 650, 2; 651), novices
are to be trained to engage in the various works of the Order progressively, dl the while cultivating
that union with Christ which must be the wellspring of their every apostolic activity. Therefore, they
arenot to live an atificid life but one consonant with the life they will live as professed religious.

3. Excluded from the novitiate year are sudies directed toward the obtaining of diplomas or in view
of professond training.

4. Although some separation of the novices s required they may, according to the prudent judgment
of ther director, retain suitable reationships with their families and have contacts with religious and
other persons.

39- 1. Admission to temporary or solemn profession is reserved to the same superiors who,
pursuant to Const. n. 34, are competent to receive them into the Order, with due observance of the
norms of law (cann. 656; 658).

2. The Minister Generd, after receiving the decison of the Minister Provincia with the consent of
his definitory, may admit friars to profession on his own authority with due observance of the norms
o law.

3. At the end of the novitiate, therefore, and again before solemn profession the candidate must
submit awritten request to his superior for admission to profession.

40- 1. Thedirector, after consulting with his assstants and studying prior reports, must present his
report and opinion concerning each candidate to the proper major superior whoseright it iswith the
consent of his definitory to admit to profession.

2. The mgjor superior, however, ether in person or through a delegate should inquire into the
intentions of the candidates and dso solicit the views of the other friars of the friary.

3. If the candidate is residing outside his province the prescriptions of Const. n. 40, 1, areto be
carried out by the mgor superior of the place and the pertinent documents forwarded to the
candidate's mgjor superior to whom with the consent of his definitory the deliberative vote is dways
reserved.

41- 1. Themgor superior or his deegate shdl receive the solemn profession according to the ritua
of the Order. It may be anticipated for ajust cause but not by more than three months. The act of
profession isto be recorded in the register of professions.

2. Theformulaof religious professon is the following:

Since for the glory of God the Lord has given me this grace of living more perfectly and with firm will



the gospel of Jesus Chrig, I, Friar N. N., in the presence of the assembled friars, and into your
hands, Father N. N., vow for three years (or:... year (9); for the whole time of my life) to livein
obedience, without anything of my own, and in chadtity, according to the Rule of St. Francis
confirmed by Pope Honorius 111 and the Congtitutions of the Friars Minor Conventua. Therefore,
with dl my heart | give mysdf

to this brotherhood, that through the work of the Holy Spirit, the intercession of the Immaculate
Virgin Mary, our Father Francis, and dl the saints, and with the help of my brothers, | may fulfill my
consecration to the service of God and of the Church.

42 - 1. Unlessthe provincid statutes determine otherwise vows made at the end of the novitiate are
taken for a period of three years and then if necessary are renewed as occasion offers until solemn
profession.

2. Friarsin temporary vows are bound by the same dbligation as solemnly professed to observe the
Rule and the Condtitutions. Likewise, they share in dl the graces and privileges of the Order as do
the solemnly professed; however, they do not have active and passive voice.

43 - The period of temporary vows is intended to consolidate and perfect the formation begun in the
novitiate and to complete the candidates and Order's experience of each other.

44 - 1. The Minigter Generd with the consent of his definitory is competent to grant afriar in
temporay vows, who for a grave reason asks to leave the Order, an indult to leave. Unlessit has
been rgected by him in the act of notification the indult brings with it by the law itself adispensation
from vows and from dl obligations arising from professon (cann. 688, 2; 692).

2. Mgor superiors, however, aware of their duty should not defer to alater date the decison to
return afriar to the world which they could and

should have made earlier (cann. 653, | and 696, 2). If just causes are present, including thet of
illness contracted - in the judgment of specidists- after profession (can. 689), when temporary
profession has expired, the above- mentioned superiors, after listening to their definitories, can
exclude the friar from subsequent profession.

45- 1. Itisproper that when afriar pronounces his solemn vows he should have reached the
degree of spiritua maturity required, so that the rdigious sate to which he is committing himsdlf ina
gable and certain fashion may redly befor him ameans of perfection and greater love rather than a
burden too heavy to carry.

2. Sincein certain cases the extenson of temporary probation can be an ad to this maturity whilein
othersit can involve drawbacks, the competent superior can extend the period of temporary
profession, but not beyond nine years.

3. Itisdedrable that solemn profession, whereby afriar is consecrated to God forever and
definitively incorporated into the Order, should be preceded by a sufficiently long immediate
preparaion, according to the statutes, so that it can be considered a second novitiate.



46 - 1. Only the Minigter Generd with the consent of his definitory can either dlow afriar in solemn
vows to transfer to another religious ingtitute or admit to the Order a -religiousin perpetud vows
coming from another indtitute with the permission of the supreme moderator of that inditute and the
consent of his council (cf. can. 684, 1).

2. If, however, the transfer to the Order concerns amember of a secular ingtitute or a society of
gpogtalic life permission of the Holy Seeisrequired and its decisions are to be observed.

3. In these instances whatever is prescribed regarding testimonials, the time of probation prior to
solemn profession, and the requirements for its vaidity is to be observed.

4. Thetime of probationisto last at least three years, the first of which, comparable to the novitiate,
isto be spent under the guidance of an gpproved friar. When the period of probation is over the
reigious ether makes solemn profession or, if he refusesto do so or is not admitted to profession by
competent authority, he isto return to his own ingtitute.

TITLEIV
THE PRINCIPLES OF FORMATION

47 - 1. The Order should make every effort so that those called to the Lord's service may attain
that level of formation which is considered suitable to the needs of times and places.

2. Information itself dl dements and natura and supernatura aids which contribute to the friar's
human, Chrigtian, rdigious, and - as the case may be - dericd maturity should be most closdly
coordinated.

48 - 1. Thefriars, therefore, should be trained in seminaries of the Order or in other suitable
indtitutes, dways taking into consideration the nature of the Order and of its gpostol ates.

2. Seminaries and ingtitutes are to be equipped with the necessary facilities and empowered to
confer appropriate degrees upon their graduates.

3. A directory of formation isto be published for the entire Order, for each province, and for each
seminary or inditute; it should be revised as the changing times require.

49 - 1. Provincid seminaries are established by the provincid chapter with the consent of the
Minister Generd and the deliberative vote of his definitory. Inter-provincia seminaries with due
observance of the norms of law are to be encouraged by the conferences of ministers provincial.

2. The sminary in Rome cdled the Sergphicum, under the immediate jurisdiction of the Minister
Generd, shall be considered common to al provinces of the Order.

50- 1. Superiors and friars should consider seminaries the heart of the Order and of the province
and they should gladly offer their help and assistance.

2. Since the progress of the students depends chiefly upon their educators, these should be chosen



from among the best friars, outstanding for their spirit of prayer, charity, and prudence and
wdl-versed in the principles of formation and education.

51- 1. Among superiors, directors, and other educators, aswell asamong the students themselves,
harmony of mind and objectives should prevall; thisis indispensable for the formation of the friars.

2. The effectiveness of formation depends greatly on the firmness and prudence which the directors
and other educators contributing to the training of the friars employ.

3. Within the community young friars should find a spirit of generosity, fervor, and harmony so asto
be able to learn together the value of mutua fraterna support, in virtue of which they will progress
more eadly and persevere more firmly in their vocation.

52 - 1. The duty of each educator aswell as his competence and the mutud relations among the
educators should be defined in the directory of formation. All, however, should so conduct
themsdlves that they dways aim at the greater good of the students.

2. Thedirectory of formation should aso provide for the students participation in the life of the
seminary with regard to those matters wherein they can contribute to the common good of the entire
ingtitution.

53- 1. Fraterna cooperation and joint projects should be encouraged among the educators of each
province and of the whole Order to improve their own culture and to promote the formation of the
young friars

2. For the entire Order, for each province, and for each center of studies, aformation commisson
headed by a prefect shall be established. Members of these commissions and their competence
shdl be defined in the directory of formation.

TITLEV
SPIRITUAL FORMATION

54 - 1. From their entrance into the Order, Students, sharing deeply in the life of the Church, should
be trained progressvely and continuoudy in the spiritud principles of Franciscan and religious life.

2. They should so master the nature and spirit of the Order ard its hitory, Rule, and Condtitutions
that every day they become more faithful followers of our Sergphic Fether.

3. Likewise, they should be ingtructed accurately in the obligations of religious profession, especidly
the theological, ecclesid, and caronica aspects of the evangelica counsdls,

4. Moreover, the young friars, sharing the company of the other friars and assigting in their work,
should learn to appreciate and aways give witness to the Franciscan brotherhood.

55- 1. Thefirst and foremost duty of students should be the contemplation of things divine and
assiduous union with God in prayer (can. 663, 1).



2. The cdebration of the most Holy Eucharist isto be the center of the entire life of the seminary so
that the students may participate daily in the Eucharistic sacrifice, recelve the most Sacred Body of
Chrigt, adore the same Lord present in the Sacrament, and especialy draw from thisrichest of all
sources the strength of spirit needed for their gpostolic work and their spiritud life (cann. 246, 1,
663, 2).

3. They are to be formed to celebrate the Liturgy of the Hours by which the ministers of God pray
to God in the name of the Church on behdf of al the people committed to them (can. 246, 2).

4. All candidates, through reading and pondering Sacred Scripture - especidly the holy gospd -
should conform themselves to the life of Christ and accustom themsdlvesto living in aspirit of prayer
and a dtate of permanent oblation to the Father.

5. Candidates should become accustomed to gpproach the sacrament of penance frequently; it is
aso recommended that each one have a director for his spiritud life who has been fredy chosen and
to whom he can open his conscience with confidence (can. 246, 4).

6. Friars who aspire to sacred orders should intimately and continualy join together religious
professon with clericd life and learn to strengthen their spiritud life in the exercise of sacred orders
and pagtord activity.

56 - With filid devation, dl the friars shdl dways venerate the most Blessed Virgin, Mary
Immeaculate,

model of perfect charity and Mother of the Church. They should particularly recal how very helpful
it isin strengthening oné's rdigious vocation to establish an intimate communion of life with her,
mindful, too, of the total consecration of themselves to her according to the spirit of the Militia of
Mary Immeculate.

TITLE VI

DOCTRINAL, TECHNICAL, AND PASTORAL

FORMATION

57 - 1. Friars should receive that doctrinal, technica, and pastora formation which is suitable both
to the spiritud maturity of their vocation and to the specia grace of working and of exercising an
apostolate.

2. From their very first year of probation students should accustom themsalves to manud labor after
the example of our Lord Jesus Christ in accordance with the instructions of our Seraphic Father.

58 - 1. Friarswho are not going onward to holy orders should receive suitable theologica training
throughout the entire time of their probation in houses st up for this purpose

2. They should aso learn sciences and trades to the extent that their religious and gpostolic
formation or the needs of fraternity require.



59- 1. Before beginning ther ecdesiagtical sudiesfriars aspiring to holy orders should have
acquired thet level of education in the humanities and sciences which is normally expected of young
men in thelr repective nations as a requisite for higher sudies.

2. Philosophica and theological courses should be so coordinated asto facilitate the gradidl
opening of the minds of the students both to the treasures of human wisdom and to the mystery of
Chrigt, and to encourage them to fix and permeste their own livesin faith and to embrace their
vocation with per-

60 - The masters and educators should regularly cal the sudents attention to the apostolate and, in
accordance with the directory of formation, introduce them gradudly to various ministries by mean

61- 1. With aview toward the needs of the apostolate, of their province, and of the Order and
consdering the particular character and ability of each friar as well as the vaue of acquiring culturd
experiences in other nations, superiors should send friarst other countries for specidized studiesin
order to obtain the respective degrees. The study of sacred the logy and advanced research in
which the tradition of the Franciscan school are laudably stressed

2. Advanced studiesin the sacred sciences should be encouraged particularly at the Pontifical
Theologicd Faculty of St. Bonaventure at the Sergphicum in Rome. This Faculty, founded with the
cooperation of dl the provinces, is governed by its own statutes.

62- 1. After the completion of regular studies, formation should always be continued and adapted
to the culture and needs of thetimes. Hence, chapters and superiors should make provision that
periodicas, books, and other useful aids are available to the friars.

2. Superiors should encourage the participation of the friarsin programs of formation for religious.

3. Moreover, considering community needs, superiors should grant aleave of absence from
assgnment to friars whose request is reasonable, either to renew themsalves through the
contemplation of divine mysteries or to prepare themselves by specid study and training for amore
fruitful gpogtoleate.

TITLEVII
ADVANCEMENT TO SACRED ORDERS

63 - After proper preparation, candidates for the ministries shal make awritten request to the mgjor
superior who, according to the norms of law, is competent to admit them to the minigtries.

64 - 1. A candidate for sacred orders must be solemnly professed and must submit awritten
petition to his mgor superior. Before a deacon is promoted to the presbyterate, on completing his
course of studies he must participate in pastord care, exercising his diacond order for a suitable
period of time to be defined by his magor superior (cf. can. 1032, 2).

2. Themgor superior shdl require areport on the suitability of the candidate from the director in



conaultation with his assstantsand, at least before ordination to the diaconate, have heard the views
of each friar of the community; if the candidate is from another province the consent of the Minister
Provincid of that province is required after aprior deliberative vote of his definitory. The Minister
Generd, however, will issue dimissorid letters for those resdent in houses under hisimmediate
jurisdiction upon receiving the prior agreement of the respective Minister Provincid with the consent
of his definitory and due observance of al legd norms.

3. Themgor superior should submit al information to his definitory and obtain its consent before
issuing any dimissorid letters

65 - A testimonial of any orders received should be sent as soon as possible to the superior of the
ordained's province to be recorded in the book of ordinations and kept in the archives together with
other documents pertaining to the friar. A testimonid of ordination to the diaconate should dso be
sent to the parish of baptism.

66 - 1. Inthose places where, because of local needs and the laws of the Church the establishment
of the permanent diaconate seems opportune, such establishment is left to the provincia Satutes,
provided the Minister Genera and his definitory have given prior gpprova in accordance with the
norms of canon law (cann. 236; 1031, 2-3; 1032, 3).

2. For the admission of a permanent deacon to the priesthood the prescriptions of the genera
statutes are to be observed together with other legal norms.

CHAPTERIII
THEPRAYER LIFE OF THE FRIARS
Spiritud Introduction

a By loving God, the highest good, we friars are earnestly moved by the example and words
of our Seraphic Father to direct our hearts to the Father, who "created and formed usin the flesh
according to the image of His beloved Son and in the spirit according to His likeness' (Adm 5) and
to pray to the same Fether: "We give Y ou thanks because by Y our holy will and through Y our only
Son inthe Holy Spirit You created al things... and placed usin paradise... We give Y ou thanks
because just as Y ou created us through Y our Son, so in that true and holy love with which Y ou have
loved us Y ou caused Him, true God and true man, to be born of the glorious and most blessed Holy
Mary ever Virgin, and through His Cross and blood and death Y ou willed to have us captives
redeemed” (Rnb 23) Wherefore, "...we should aways make a home and dwelling in ourselves for
Him who is the dmighty Lord God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit..." (Rnb 22)

b) Let us have recourse to our Lord Jesus Chrigt “as to the shepherd and guardian of our souls.
For He says. Know that | am with you aways, yes, to the end of time... The words | have spoken

to you are spirit and they arelife... | am the Way, the Truth and the life’ (Rnb 22).

"With wonderful love [St. Francis] ways carried about and kept in his heart Christ Jesus and Him
crucified" (1 Cd 115) and "...offered a sacrifice of dl his members, and receiving the Lamb that was

dain would immolate his spirit with the fire that ways burned upon the dtar of his heart” (2 Cd



201) He therefore begs us hisfriars: "..to show the greatest possible reverence and honor for the
most Holy Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in whom everything in heaven and everything
on earth are propitiated and reconciled to amighty God (EpOrd)

o) " [Heavenly Father,] because none of us, wretches and sinners, are worthy to mention your
name, we humbly beg Y ou that our Lord Jesus Chrigt... together with the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete,
give you thanks... on behdf of dl" (Rnb 23) In the same Christ Jesus, then, we should render the
divine praises with the same ardor of soul with which blessed Francis "recited the psadms with such
attention of mind and spirit asif he werein God'svisble presence’ (LM X, 6).

d Blessed Francis aways contemplated and honored Mary, the Mother of God, whom our
heavenly Father "consecrated with His most holy beloved Son and the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete;
Mary, in whom there was and is dl the fullness of grace and every good” (SalBVM). In union,
therefore, with the Immaculate Mother of God, the Mother of the Church, the Queen of the world,
and Mediatrix of al graces and, veneraing the memory of the saints, we hope to enjoy their
company, and "we await the Savior, our Lord Jesus Chrigt, until He our life shal appear, and we,
too, will appear with Him in glory” (SC 8).

2 Enlightened by a new light, blessed Francis undertook his heart's conversion to amighty
God with greet joy and he proposed "to begin to do penance” (Test) and from that time to give
more heed to "the good Shepherd who underwent the suffering of the crossto save his sheep” (Adm
6).

For this reason "we should hate our body with its vices and sins, because the devil wantsto
deprive us of the love of our Lord Jesus Chrigt and of eternd life by having us live according to the
flesh" (Rnb 22) And let us dwaystake care "in dl our offenses... to punish them interiorly through
contrition and exteriorly through confession and works of atonement” (Adm 231 remembering that
"the sheep of the Lord have followed Him in tribulation and persecution, disgrace and poverty, in
wesakness and temptation, and other such Stuations. Because of these they received everladting life
from the Lord" (Adm 6)

f) Living thisway the friars manifestly fulfill in their works the exhortation of the Apostle: "never

Say
or do anything except in the name of the Lord Jesus' (Col 3:17) Likewise, they imitate the spirit and

works of faith, hope, and charity of blessed Francis, who in accord with his principle, "my God and
my dl," lived in full communion with the triune God through Jesus Chrig.

TITLEI

THE SPIRIT AND LIFE OF PRAYER

67 - 1. By ther religious profession the friars are totaly subject to God, who isloved above dl ese,
so asto be related to His service and honor by anew and specid title. Therefore, contemplation of

things divine and assduous union with God in prayer isto be the first and foremost duty of the friars
(can. 663, 1).



2. Heeding the words of St. Francisto desire persevering prayer above dl ese, the friars should
gratefully fulfill the command of the Lord who by word and example taught His disciples to pray
adways.

3. Throughout their life and work the friars should continualy perseverein the spirit of prayer and
devotion after the example of our Sergphic Father who rather than one praying seemed to have been
transformed into prayer.

68- 1. Thefriars should dways endeavor to have the spirit of the Lord and His holy behavior and,
inimately connecting prayer with work, to foster throughout their entire life a degp communion with
their heavenly Father by sharing in the mysteries of Chrigt.

2. Sincethefriars must maintain in their life and conduct what they have received by sharing the
myderies of Chrigt in the spirit, each one, after communing more intensely with God in prayer,
should diligently preserve that union with God the Fether in his daily life and Perfect it through the
practice of virtue.

3. Thefriars should endeavor to discern dl thingsin the light of faith, to overcome difficulties on the
strength of hope while awaiting the future glory, and to become more and more united to God in the
love of Chrigt, so that in dl their actions they may glorify the Father.

TITLE1D
LITURGICAL PRAYER

69 - The Eucharistic Mystery is the source and summit of the entire liturgy and life of the Church; its
celebration, therefore, should be the center of the spiritua and gpostalic life of each friary and
community.

70- 1. Following the example of the Sergphic Patriarch the friars have chosen to live in a specid
way with Chrig Crucified. They should, therefore, participate daily in the Eucharigtic Sacrifice, learn
to offer themsalvesin union with the Divine Victim, be nourished at the table of the Lord's Bodly,
and, through Chrigt the Mediator, be drawn day by day into ever more perfect union with God and
each other 0 thet, findly, God may be dl in dl.

2. Thefriars should gtrive to assist daily at the Eucharigtic liturgy in common so that the participation
of the brotherhood in the unity of the same sacrifice may be more evident. Concelebration by the
priests, as circumstances permit, should be encouraged.

71- 1. Thefriars should grestly esteem the Liturgy of the Hours because therein the universa
Church, united and present in her gppointed ministers together with al her members praying with
them, continues the praise which Chrigt the High Priest introduced into the world and which with the.
sacrifice of Hislife He offered to His Father.

2. In each friary dl the friars not otherwise legitimately impeded shdl celebrate the Liturgy of the
Hours in common dally.



3. Thefriars shall celebrate the Liturgy of the Hours according to the prescriptions of the Generd
Indruction. Wherefore, it is praiseworthy that they should strive to celebrate especidly lauds and
vespers with grester solemnity and song and, circumstances permitting, foster the participation of the
fathful.

4. At the request of the friary chapter the Minister Provincid with the consent of his definitory can
determine which canonica hours are to be celebrated in common by a community which, for serious
reason, is unable to recite the full Liturgy of the Hours.

72 - 1. Solemnly professed clerics are obliged to recite privately those hours which they do not
fulfill in common.

2. Solemnly professed friars who are not clerics and who do not celebrate the Liturgy of the Hours
in common Are obliged to recite the canonical hours privately or the Our Fathers as prescribed in
the Rule

3. Simply professed friars are urged to recite lauds and vespers privately, either from the Liturgy of
the Hours or the Our Fathers as prescribed, should they not have prayed these in common.

73- 1. Snceliturgicd actionsin particular begin and perfect union with God, the friars should
endeavor to prepare themsdves for these through frequent study of the liturgica texts and to
participate in them as fully asrequired by ther saein life and by the nature of the liturgy itsef.

2. In sacred liturgicd actions the rite of the Church should be carefully followed and the
prescriptions of the Order's calendar and ritua observed; for pastora reasons, however, the
diocesan missd, ritud, and caendar may be used.

3. With the consent of the Minister Provincid the friary chapter can determine the circumstances
and order to be followed in conducting liturgica celebrations and popular devotions.

4. Diligent care should be taken of the church, the relics of the saints, furnishings, and whatever else
is set goart for liturgicd worship.

TITLE

OTHER SACRED ACTIONS

74 - 1. In accordance with the nature of their life and after the example of St. Francisthe friars
should worship Chrigt the Lord present in the most Holy Eucherist through both private and public
actions approved by legitimate authority.

2. Moreover, intimate conversation with Christ the Lord during persond adoration and the common
daily visit to the most Holy Eucharist should be dear to the heart of each friar.



75- 1. Thefriars should dways cherish and venerate the Sacred Scriptures as they do the Lord's
very own Body. Through them our heavenly Father lovingly meets His children and spesks with
them to strengthen their faith and spiritud life.

2. In particular, the friars should continuoudly meditate on the gospe of our Lord Jesus Chrig,
source of dl Chrigtian perfection and the basis of the Rule of our Sergphic Father.

3. They should, therefore, gpproach the sacred text willingly, either during the liturgy and other
celebrations of the Word of God or through devotiona reading, study, or in other ways.

76 - Thefriars should likewise engage in daily meditation and devote more time to this then to other
forms of prayer. The circumstances of this salutary practice, to last a least one-haf hour, should be
determined in the provincid datutes.

77 - 1. Each year aretreat should be held in common for a period of five days. Friarswho do not
make aretreat in common should make one privatdly.

2. Likewise, days of recollection should be held in aform to be determined by the provincia
satutes. During them the friars are to engage in gppropriate meditation and in ingtructions and study
regarding the Rule and Condtitutions, as well asin exercises conducive to the renewd of their life.

3. A house of prayer or hermitage may be established appropriately in each province or for severd
provinces. Friars who reasonably request it may, for a given period, devote themsdlves there more
intensdly to prayer.

4. It istheright of the Guardian to grant permission to preach in our churches and oratories to those
whom heis certain have been approved as qudified by their ordinaries (cf. can. 765).

78- 1. Thefriars should earnestly strive to honor the Blessed Virgin Mary with filid affection and
with the spirit of their consecration in liturgical actions, in popular devotions, and in persona prayer
after the example of our Seraphic Father. They should also endeavor to pray the rosary of our Lady
or the Franciscan crown according to the traditions of the Order.

2. All thefriars should fervently venerate the Blessed Virgin Mary in the mystery of the Immeaculate
Conception as the specid Protectress of the Order and its Queen. They should celebrate this feast
of hers everywhere and with the grestest solemnity possible by aso renewing the consecration of the
Order to her. Likewise, according to their ability they should encourage and spread devotion to the
mystery of the Immaculate Conception.

3. They should honor and imitate St. Joseph, Protector of the Order, an outstanding example of
rdigiouslife

79- 1. Thefeast of our Holy Father Francis, too, should be celebrated with solemnity. Hislife and
works should aways be recalled so that his genuine sergphic pirit may continualy remain with his
ons.



2. Thefriars should dso venerate the other saints of the Order with specia honor and imitation,
especidly St. Anthony, the Evangdica Doctor, as well as St. Bonaventure, the Seraphic Doctor.

80- 1. Thefriars should dso atend to the nourishing of therr life of union with God by means of
those suitable pious exercises through which our Sergphic Father and our forefathers used to
express and celebrate their devotion to the life of Christ and to the mysteries of our salvation.

2. In al that pertains to the performance of sacred actions and popular devotions the prescriptions
of the Church are to be duly observed; popular devotions and private prayers, however, should be
imbued with the spirit of the liturgy.

TITLEIV

PENANCE

81 - Thefriars should dso foster the spirit of the Lord and His holy behavior by means of
evangelical and Franciscan penance. Through this they suffer with Christ, become more and more
conformed to the mystery of the cross, and thoroughly imbued with his love for God the Father and
for dl, thereby achieving a degper mastery of self and afuller purification of their consciences.

82 - Thefriars should gpproach the sacrament of penance frequently o that they may grow in purity
of heart and draw closer to the Father.

83- 1. Thefriars should endeavor to unite both inner conversion of the heart to God and interior
penance with various works of mortification.

2. Hence, they should continudly offer to God the hardship, infirmities, persecutions, and
deprivations of this life which accompany ether the professon of vows or common life. Findly, at
the hour of deeth, following the example of . Francis, they should commend their life itself into
God's hands as ther find offering.

84 - Thefriars shdl faithfully observe the penitentia season and days prescribed for the entire
Church according to the norms for the loca churches.

85 - The following are to be observed as penitentia seasons proper to the Order:

a by precept of the Rule: from the feast of All Saints to Christmas and each Friday of the year.
During these times the friars must fast or, in accordance with the needs of time and place, perform
other forms of penance which the Minister Provincid with his definitory will have determined.

b) by virtue of these Condtitutions: the vigils of the immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary and of our Holy Father S. Francis. The prescriptions of the provincid statutes areto
be observed for doing penance on these days.

CHAPTER IV
THE COMMUNITY LIFE OF THE FRIARS



Spiritud introduction

a "Our Order... isavery large company, akind of general assembly which has come together
from every part of the world under acommon form of life" (2 Ce 192) Thisiswhat blessed Francis
openly says of his sergphic Order which he properly cdls afraternity, al of whose members are
united among themselves by fraterna bonds and relationships. Although he assigned them different
minigtries or positions, nonetheless he consdered them "dl brothers, both the ministers and the
others' (Rnb 221 and "dl brothers... both clerical and lay, whether given to preaching, praying, or
manud labor" (Rnb 17)

Therefore, "it was his abiding desire and diligent concern to protect the bond of unity among his
sons, so that those whom the same spirit drew together and the father brought forth might be
nurtured in the bosom of the same mother” (2 Cd 191) "This... is what makes the beautty of this
family shine forth, whose many different virtues greatly pleases the head of the family” (2 Ce 192)

b) Our Sergphic Father clearly perceived his fraternity patterned - and wanted it ever to be
formed after the image of both the community of the gposties called by the Lord "to be his
companions and to be sent out to preach” (Mk 3: 14),,and dso of the entire Church wherein
bdievers are made members of Chrigt in the communion of faith and charity asin the

early Church, where the multitude of the faithful was of one heart and one mind. Hence, he
ingstently begged dl thefriars, both the ministers and the others, namely, the whole community:
"'Stay awake praying at dl timesfor the strength to... stand with confidence before the Son of Man'.
And let us have recourse to Him as to the shepherd and guardian of our souls, who says: 'l am the
good Shepherd... You are dl brothers... snce you have only one Father, and Heisin heaven... You
have only one Teacher, the Chrig... For where two or three meet in my name, | shdl be therewith
them'. Therefore, let us adhere to the words, examples, and teaching of Him who deigned to pray
for us 'Holy Father, keep those you have given me true Y our name so that they may be one like us”
(Rnb22)

o) From the very first satement of hisRule St. Francisindicates the intimate bond and
reciproca influence between the gospd life, expressed by the vows and gpostolate, and the
common life, when he prescribes them jointly as necessary for the forming of the integra way of life
of the Friars Minor. Thefriars, therefore, are bound to profess thislife "by living in obedience,
without anything of their own, and in chadtity", persevering in fraterna and obedient communion with
St Francis and his successors. For this reason blessed Francis exhorts them saying: "Perseverein
the ingtruction received and in holy obedience, and what you have promised Him fulfill with good
and firm resolve. The Lord God presents Himsdlf to us asto sons' (EpOrd) namely, as the reward
for the Profession of vows and common discipline.

d) Our Sergphic Father was accustomed to assemble his brothers to speak with them of the
kingdom of

God. Thefriars themsalves yearned to gather together with St. Francis for amutua exchange of
sentiments and to ingpire each other to arenewd of life (cf. | Cd 30) "And, indeed, since they
despised dl earthly things and never loved one ancther sdifishly, but rather directed dl ther affection
toward the common good, they sought to offer their very sdvesto meet any fraternd need. They
assembled willingly, they remained together even more willingly; living done was hard for dl,
separation sad, and departure bitter” (1 Cel 39)



The friars manifest these same reasons for being united when they assemble in any kind of chapter.
Blessad Francis frequently commanded the friars and ministers to gether together with their Minister
Generd in chaptersin which he aways greeted "his very beloved brothers... in Him who has
redeemed and washed us in His blood" (EpOrd) with al his heart and gave them sdutary
exhortations. He aso exhorts the Ministers Provincid that, as often as they can, each endeavor "to
meet with hisfriars... to treat of those matters which pertain to God" (Rnb 18)

In the friary chapter, however, and "wherever the friars may be... let them show thet they are
members of one family” (Rb 6)

2) "Ingtructed by areveation fromon high,” St. Francis"understood that he had been sent by
the Lord to win souls for Chrigt... And so the man of God with his companions repaired to an
abandoned hut..." and then "having become a herdld of the gospdl, went about the cities and towns
proclaiming the kingdom of God" (LM 1V, 2,3,5)

Thefollowing generd gpostolic exhortation of &. Francis confirms and expresses wdl this common
apogtolic effort of the whole Order recommended by Francisto dl hisfriars. "...All of us Friars
Minor, usdless servants, humbly beg and entreet al on earth, who are and who will be, that we all
persevere in the true faith and in repentance, because otherwise none of us can be saved” (Rnb 23)

f) Once blessed Francis had founded the brotherhood of the Friars Minor, "...very many,
inspired by the ardor of his preaching, bound themsalves to observe the new obligations to do
penance according to the way adopted by the man of God, which he decided to cal the Order of
"The Brothers of Penance...Virgins, too, were converted to perpetud celibacy, among whom was
Clare, most beloved of God, of these virgins the firt little plant'... She was a daughter in Christ of
our holy Father Francis, the little poor man, and mother of the Poor Ladies’ (LM 1V, 6)
Thereafter, thefirst Order itsdlf, like aluxuriant tree, brought forth the various families of Friars
Minor. Henceitismogt fitting that al who consder Francis their Sergphic Father constantly
cultivate fraterna communion o that dways and everywhere the fulness of the Franciscan charism
may flourish.

TITLEI
FRANCISCAN FRATERNAL LIFE

86- 1. Thefriars professacommon way of life and are united in atrue community, rooted and
founded on love, structured by the same spiritua and lega bonds, and fashioned &fter the form of an
ecclesa community in order to promote and express better the common profession of vows.

2. Since the friars should strive continuoudy to build up this community, just asthey have received a
gift each should employ it for the good of the other and dl should do so for the common good. In
each friary, in each province, and in the whole Order they should gtrive to achieve and maintain this
manner of life which perfects and exemplifies the neture of true brotherhood, namely, afamily of
brothers.



87 - 1. Within the framework of the Order, the province, and of each friary mutualy beneficia
relations should be encouraged among the friars to promote unity in life, government, educetion, and
the gpostolate.

2. In order to stimulate and maintain a sense of cooperation and responsibility on the part of each
friar didogue among the friars for the exchange of information and for consultation should be
encouraged at opportune times and in suitable ways, both in chapters and definitories aswell asin
informal persond and familid discussons.

3. Itisthe responghility of dl the friars, however, to cooperate in discerning thewill of God

better. The friars should dways willingly carry out the decisions of the superiors whose
responsbility it is to guide the community according to the Rule and Congtitutions.

88- 1. The communion of fraterna charity should be fostered in aspecia way through genera and
provincia chaptersin which respectively the fraternity of the whole Order and thet of the whole
province assembled in the name of the Lord must be expressed, confirmed, and perfected.

2. Fraternd charity, however, should be promoted particularly by the friary chapter in which friars
earnesily endeavor to congder in the Lord al matters pertaining to their family, spiritud, and
apogtalic life, either by way of fraterna consensus or, pursuant to the Condtitutions, as the council of
the Guardian or asa collegid body.

3. All friarswho, according to Congt. n. 203, are members of the friary chapter must participate in
it. They should fredy and humbly express their own views with alively sense of responghility and
offer their own persona experience in the solution of problems and the advancement of projects.

89- 1. Theregular observance of common life should neither hinder nor restrict the legitimate
undertakings of individud friars, rather, these should be encouraged, evaluated, and organized
according to the needs and opportunities of both the community and the friars involved.

2. Thefriars, however, should not seek what serves only their own interests, nor engage in their

own activities - in isolation as it were from the community - nor prefer their personal advantage to
the good of the community.

90- 1. Superiors should so exercise their authority toward the friars that they express God's love
for them and lead them to unity in charity. Consequently, the spiritual and tempora welfare of the
community and of each friar should be uppermost in their hearts.

2. Friars should cheerfully support their superiors by charity and obedience and share in their
concerns by prayer and work so that superiors may fulfill ther office more fruitfully.

91- 1. Friars should dways express their mutua love by courteous conduct; they should render
spiritua and materia servicesto one another for their mutua development and activity.



2. Thefriars should avoid judgments and any words or actions which may hinder or disturb peece,
charity, and the duties of fraternd affection. They should be especidly vigilant lest differences of
gtuation or age give risein the brotherhood to discrimination or favoritism. Rather, these differences
should be an incentive to charity and integra relaionships. They should promptly forgive offenses
should any occur.

92 - 1. The superiors and other friars should exercise congtant and provident charity in assisting
older friars and in caring for the sick so that spiritud comfort may be available to them, especidly
through the sacraments.

2. Sick friars should confidently disclose their condition so that they may receive whatever is
necessary for the recovery of their health or the dleviation of their suffering. At the same time they
should redlize that by offering up their infirmities to God they contribute greetly to their own
sanctification, to the works of the gpogtolate, and to the life of the community.

TITLE11
COMMON EXERCISES

93- 1. The nature and discipline of the fraternity require thet the friars perform certain exercisesin
common and adopt certain externd forms of life as gppropriate means for strengthening and
expressing the unity of lifein common.

2. Likewise, activities which are carried out personally according to the needs of each on€'s spiritua
life and of the gpogtolate are to be coordinated with the gods of the community.

94 - A guitable schedule for community exercises which takes into account the spiritua and
gpostolic needs of each of the friars should be established in the friary chapter and confirmed by the
maor superior.

95- 1. Thefriars should be diligent in performing liturgical celebrations and other sacred servicesin
common S0 thet their spirit, thus refreshed in liturgical communion, may permeste their common
googtalic activity and their whole family life.

2. Members of the same family, friars should aso share in the communion of the same table,
expressing their lovefor one another and the smilarity to the Eucharigtic banquet. A brief spiritua
reading should precede the medl.

3. They should dso paticipate actively and joyfully in common recregtion and fraternd
conversation.

4. Friars should assume community officesand carry out household chores gladly. When they are
detained outsde the friary they should find comfort in the thought of their own community.

96- 1. Inorder to safeguard the privacy and freedom of common life better, access to the private
quartersof the friary should not be alowed to outsiders except for ajust cause.



2. Itistheright of the mgor superiorsto define or change the cloister limits. For areasonable
cause, however, the Guardian may suspend the cloister in individud instances.

3. Silence which is conducive to work, study, and the spirit of prayer should be encouraged.
Necessary discretion isto be observed in the use of communications media, and whatever is harmful
to on€'s vocation and dangerous to the chastity of a consecrated person isto be avoided (can. 666).

4. Friars of the Order and of other Franciscan families as well as guestswho cometo our friaries
should be received with religious charity and hospitality.

97- 1. Thereligious habit of the friars, the Sign of our consecration and of our community and a
witness to poverty, must be smple and modest, poor and becoming. It consists of ablack tunic
with a capuche and awhite cord. In certain places, for areasonable cause approved by the
Minigter Generd with the consent of his definitory, the grey habit may be worn.

2. According to custom, it is laudable to wear - suspended from the cord - the Franciscan crown of
the Blessad Virgin Mary.

3. Thefriars must wear the habit of the Order. The Minister Generd, however, for particular
reasons and as long as these last may permit another form of dress.

98- 1. Itisproper for friarswho are traveling through cities and places where there are friaries of
the Order to lodge at these insofar asthisis possible.

2. Vacdions shdl be granted in accordance with the provincid statutes and the diversity of times
and needs in amanner, however, that is proper to religious.

99- 1. Friarsshould gratefully pay their obligations toward their parents, relatives, ard benefactors
for whom we pray privately and in common, so that this may redound to their edification and
soiritua welfare,

2. Thefriars, who have chosen to serve God aone, should not become involved inopportunely in
the affairs of ther rdaives, speriors, however, should prudently and charitably assst such persons
when they arein want.

3. The respective ministers may enroll those who have asssted the Order or province in some
outstanding way among the spiritual sons and daughters and friends of the Order or province. A
suitable diploma should be used to indicate that they sharein dl the spiritua graces of our
brotherhood.

100 - All those whom we employ should be treated charitably and respectfully. They should be
assisted in leading a Chrigtian life and should be paid a just wage stipulated by contract in conformity
with the norms of civil law.

101 - Thefriars should rgjoicein being considered "lesser brothers' and in acting as members of one



family. Whenever an order of precedence is required the general statutes are to be observed.

TITLE I

THE DUTY OF CHARITY TOWARD
THE DECEASED

102 - 1. Sinceitisagood and holy thought to pray for the dead that they may be released from
their sins the friars should exercise the greatest concern and charity toward our confreres, parents,
relatives, and benefactors who have |eft thisworld. The souls of thefriars and dl the faithful
departed, for whom the friars are bound to pray according to the precept of the Rule, should be
assisted by devout suffrages.

2. Every month a Mass should be celebrated in each friary for our deceased confreres, parents
relatives and benefactors. The friars should participate in it; if they cannot they should attend
another Mass or recite vespers.

3. Onthe day after All Souls Day suffrages shdl be offered as prescribed in the preceding
paragraph; dl friar priests, however, shdl offer the sacrifice of the Mass for the deceased.

4. Other suffrages are to be determined more exactly in the genera and provincid statutes.
TITLEIV

THE ADMINISTRATION OF GOODS
IN COMMON

103 - 1. The principa responshility for the adminisiration of the goods of the fraternity resdes and
isexercised in the friary, provincid, and generd chapters. With due precautionsthe genera and
provincid chapter may expresdy authorize its repective minister with his definitory to handle acts of
extraordinary administration.

2. Ordinary and daily adminigration is the respongbility of the officids eected by countersin their
respective chapters. They are dependent on the superiors, whose duty it is to see to the correct
adminigtration of the goods.

3. For the vdidity of any dienation, exchange, or lease of goods the written permission of the
respective superior and his council is required, according to the satutes. If, moreover, it isamater
of an act of adminigtration which exceeds the amount set by the Holy See, and dso of items given to
the Church in virtue of avow, or items of precious art, or of higtorica vaue, besides the written
goprova of the Minister Genera and his definitory the permission of the Holy Seeis dso required.

104 - Friaries, provinces, and the Order itself, as well as other juridica persons of the Order are to
be legally incorporated, according to the provincid statutes. Likewise, respective legd
representatives of these juridica persons are to be appointed who, personaly or through delegates,



under the dependence of the superiors, are empowered to carry out acts of administration \vdid
under civil law. Should this become impaossible other appropriate arrangements should be made.

105 - 1. Ineachfriary, in each province, and in the Order there should be one central
adminigration which repectivdy shdl unite al the subadminigrations of various offices, inditutiona
activities, offerings, and the like.

2. The entire adminigtration of afriary, of a province, or of the Order should be entrusted to the
exactor and the econom by the respective chapter. The exactor shdl receive al receipts, assist the
econom, and with him oversee the account books. The econom shall make dl expenditures within
the limits of his competence and procure whatever is necessary for the tempora sustenance of the
community. The assgnments of exactor and econom can be joined, if the Satutes so permit.

106 - 1. The office of mgor superior isincompetible with the assgnment of both exactor and of
€conom.

2. The Guardian may not exercise the office of exactor or econom of afriary unless necessity
requires it and heis approved by the Minister Provincid with the consent of his definitory.
Permission is to be given in writing and recorded in the account book.

107 - 1. Thefriary chapter shal determine what acts of adminigtration the Guardian and other
officids are authorized to carry out habitualy.

2. The provincid chapter shal decide what goods and adminidirative responsbilities belong to the
province. So, too, it shal define the competence of both the Minister Provincial aone as well with
his definitory, that of the friary chapter, and dso the amount and the frequency of the assessmentsto
be levied on the friaries of the province.

3. The generd chapter shall define what goods and adminisirative responsbilities belong to the
Order. It shdl determine the competence of the Minister Generd done and with his definitory. By
ddiberative vote it shal determine the assessments to be levied on the provinces and genera
custodies to meet the needs of the Order and of the poor provinces.

108 - 1. Friars, especidly adminigtrators, should beware of any unlawful activities and illicit acts of
administration as well as of every semblance of the amassing of goods and of trade.

2. Agreements entered into by officias should be duly honored and the price of purchases paid
exactly and on time.

3. Debts should not be contracted unlessiit is certain that the capital and interest on the debt can be
repaid with certainty and within a reasonable time from regular income or from other sources.

109 - 1. If any officid actsin the name and by mandate of a chapter or the mgor superior with the
consent of his definitory, the respective juridical person is responsible and not the higher juridica
person.

2. Nofriar can participate in any wayin the adminigtration of the goods of aphysica or juridica



person outside the Order unless by way of exception and with the written permission of the major
superior.

3. Should afriar violate the law or cause damage through his own malice or fault, he done will be
responsible.

| 10 -1t isthe responsibility of chapters to adopt uniform account books and to regulate the
insurance of goods and of friars aswell asthe safe deposit of money or other securities. These and
other like matters are to be defined more exactly in the statutes.

[1'1- 1. Under the careful supervision of the superiorsthe officids are to record exactly and
faithfully dl receipts and expenditures, al business transactions, and changesin economic condition
in the account books so that the financid status and state-

TITLEV

RELATIONS WITH OTHER FRANCISCAN
FAMILIES

114 - 1. Fraternd association and cooperation with friars of the other families of our Sergphic
Father S. Francis should be encouraged. Our friars should, therefore, promote suitable initiatives
and support those of the other families so asto strengthen the life and apostolate of the entire
Sergphic community.

2. Moreover, the unity of the Franciscan spirit in the First and Second Orders, in Franciscan
corgregations, and also in the Secular Franciscan Order should be fostered so that the sergphic
charism may flourish in dl its fullness.

115 - 1. Mgor superiors should exercise authority in the houses of women religious &ffiliated or
aggregated to our Order and attend to their spiritual assstance in the manner decreed in thelr
condtitutions. They should aso conduct canonicd vidtation in conformity with the norms of law.

2. The superiors should willingly provide them with competent confessors, preachers, spiritua
advisors, and chaplains, al of whom are to effectively promote the nuns contemplative life which
must dways play a prominent role in the Church and the spiritual and gpogtalic life of the Sgters.

116 - 1. Thefriars, particularly the designated assistants, should offer to the Secular Franciscan
Order the means for leading alife of perfection and for

cooperating in the works of the gpostolate, in such wise that its members can effectively fulfill their
responghilities in the Church.

2. The Minigter Generd everywhere and the Minister Provincid in his own province have the right
to do whatever is required, in conformity with the prescriptions of law and of the respective
condtitutions, for the erection and assistance of fraternities of the Secular Franciscan Order.

3. The provincia chapter shall carefully select an assstant for the Secular Franciscan Order so that



everything may be promoted and coordinated properly.
TITLEVI
SAFEGUARDING FRATERNAL LIFE

117 - 1. Fiasin difficulty should be suitably helped by the other friars, especidly by the superiors,
even by discreet admonition or fraternal correction should this be necessary and charity so dictate.

2. All should exercise fraterna charity toward those who have Ieft the Order, remember them
congtantly to God in their prayers, and always treat them as true brothers.

118 - 1. Thefollowing lack active and passive voice:

a one who is exclaudtrated, no matter for what reason, until Sx months after his return to
cloiger;

b) one who has requested reduction to the lay state or an indult of secularizetion from the
Minister Generd and Provincid, during the time his request is pending with the ecclesiastical
superiors,

0 one who has been received back into the Order after having l€ft it unlawfully, for three years
from the time of hisreturn.

2. Common law isto be observed with regard to the imposition of other pendties.

119 - 1. Theright to dismiss a novice belongs to the novice's own mgjor superior. Should there be
danger in delay the loca superior with the consent of his chapter may dismiss him.

2. Common law isto be observed in what pertains to absence from areligious house,
exclaudration, permission for leaving the Order, and the dismissal of friars both in temporary and
solemn vows (cann. 665, 1; 686, 1-3; 688, 2; 691; 695-702).

3. ineach case of dismissal the reason for dismissa must be made known to the friar in question
and he should be given full liberty to defend himself. Before the decree of dismissd isissued, the
friar should be granted, with due observance of the law, the opportunity to leave the Order of his
own accord.

CHAPTER V

THE APOSTOLIC LIFE OF THE FRIARS

Spiritud Introduction

a Our Sergphic Father St. Francis, who considered the ability to work avocation and caled it
agrace, acknowledges. "I worked with my hands, and | want to work; and | earnestly want al the
other brothers to work at some honest occupation” (Test.). "The brothers who know a trade should

work and exercise the trade they know, if it is not contrary to the good of their soul and can be done
honestly" (Rnb 7).



"Those who do not know how, should learn, not for the sake of the pay but for the example and to
banish idieness' (Test.) All the brothers should endeavor to work hard in good works... Wherefore,
the servants of God should be always busy in praying or doing good" (Rnb 7).

b) Francis adso indicated the dispositions or atitudes of friars a work: " * ..(they) should do
their work faithfully and devotedly so that, in avoiding idleness, the enemy of the soul, they not
extinguish the spirit of holy prayer and devotion to which al other tempora matters must be
subordinate’ (Rb 5). "All the brothers wherever they may be among people for service or work...
should not be superintendents... nor accept any position that may cause scanda or bring harm to
their soul; rather, they should be lesser brothers and subject to everyone..." (Rnb 7).

0 Our Father St. Francis, caled by the Lord Christ to gpostolic service in these words:
"'Francis, go, repair my house which as you can seeisfaling completely to ruin,’ prepared himsdf to
obey and dedicated himsdlf entirdly to the command” (2 Cd 10)

When he heard the words of the gospd about the mission of the gpodtles, "intensdy
exulting in the spirit of God, he said: Thisiswhat | want, thisiswhat | seek, this| long to do with all
my heart™ (1 Cd 22) For Francis, aman who was catholic and apostalic, "did not consider himself
afriend of Christ unlessheloved the souls whom Christ had loved” (2 Cd 172)

d) Francis, the herald of the great King, preached in many regions"...the way of the Son of
God and the doctrine of truth by exampl€e® (I Cd 891 and he commanded his brothers. "Go, dearly
beloved, two by two into the different parts of the world, announcing to men peace and repentance
unto the forgiveness of sins; and be patient in tribulation..." (1 Ced 29@ And he encouraged their
efforts. "For thisis the reason he has sent you into the whole world, so that by word and example
you may bear witness to His message and convince everyone that there is no one dmighty besides

Him" (EpOrd)

2) For the servant of the most high God, Francis, on leaving the Saracens, " '..waked the land
and furrowed it with the plow of his word, sowing the seed of life-bearing fruit” (1 Cd 56).

He sent hisfriars as missonaries to the nations and wrote: "whoever by divine inspiration may wish
to go among the Saracens and other unbelievers may go with the permission of his minister and
servant. . The minister should give them permission and raise no objection, if he seesthem fit to be
sent; for the minister shdl have to give an account of it to the Lord if he acts imprudently in this and
like maiters. The

TITLEI
THE BASISOF FRANCISCAN ACTIVITY

120 - 1. Sincethey share in various and specific ways in the Church's ministry, established by God
to spread the kingdom of Christ throughout the world to the glory of God the Father, and thusto
make al people partakers of the saving redemption, and through them to direct the entire universe to
Chrig, the friars should strive zedloudly to lead apostalic lives completely directed to this same god.

2. The Order sharesin and exercises this ministry through al its members and in different ways,
namely, through the friars who have received sacred orders, or through the friars who, sharing in this
same minigry by virtue of their Christian and rdligious vocation, fulfill arolein the misson of the



Church.

3. Since our Seraphic Father intended that he and his Order should share in the mission of the
Church through gpogtalic activity, the friars should diligently engage dso in externa works of the
goodolate. Ther entire rdigious life, therefore, should be imbued with an gpostolic spirit and dl
their gpostolic work should be informed by a religious spirit.

121 - 1. By ther professon of the evangdica counsdsthe friars consecrate dl their energiesin a
specid way to the proclamation of Christ's message in word and deed and to the dispensation of His
grace, 0 asto be ableto indtill the spirit of the gospd in diverse communities and spheres of life and
give witness to the coming of Chrigt's kingdom.

2. The primary apostolate of the friarsisto live the gospd life among people in charity and poverty,
in smpliaty and humility.

122 - 1. Whatever kind of work the friars may do, it should dways manifest the true qudity of
fraternity and minority.

2. Astrue friars minor they should make themsdlves available to al for the service of the Church
and the assistance of others. They should undertake humble tasks joyfully, even without
compensation. In choosing among suitable means of work they should sdect the poorer and employ
the smpler methods.

3. Theactivity of the fraternity should expressitsinterior unity and day by day become the leaven of
amore effective apodolate.

123 - 1. Friars should work in such away that they do not extinguish the spirit of prayer and

devotion; rather, they should foster prayer more intensaly and thus sanctify their work and make it
fruitful.

2. From the very first stages of the friars formation great care should be taken to develop
spontaneity and responsibility in prayer and work.

124 - 1. Works of the apostolate should be undertaken on the basis of a consensus among the

friars and should be assigned by the superiorsto individud religious after taking into account the
qudity and ability of thefriars

2. All friars, especidly those experienced in specidized tasks and assgnments should offer to help

other communitieswillingly and fraterndly.
3. In planning and executing projects the friars should, insofar as possible, work together asa

group.

4. The friars should aso be solicitous so that the obligations they take on will not hamper the unity



or witness of the fraternity.
TITLE11
AREAS AND FORMS OF FRANCISCAN ACTIVITY

125 - 1. Thefriars may carry out their gpogtolate in many ways, either through pastord, intellectud,
and manud activity or aso through the witness of their Franciscan presence.

2. Responding to the more urgent needs of their own time, with bold spiritud confidence and in
accordance with the directives of the Church, friars should attempt new gpproaches both in the
choice and in the exercise of the apostolate.

3. Although no form of the apostolate is foreign to the Order, nevertheless those activities should be
chosen which are more urgent in view of the good of the Church and the needs of the times, places,
and groups, abandoning those works which today are less effective or opportune.

4. Friars should gtrive to know the society in which they live, to be in communion with it, and to give
it ther pastord ministry.

TITLEN
AREAS AND FORMS OF FRANCISCAN ACTIVITY

125 - 1. Thefriars may carry out their apogtolate in many ways, ether through pastord, intellectud,
and manud activity or dso through the witness of their Franciscan presence.

2. Responding to the more urgent needs of their own time, with bold spiritua confidenceand in
accordance with the directives of the Church, friars should attempt new gpproaches both in the
choice and in the exercise of the gpogtolate.

3. Although no form of the gpogtolate is foreign to the Order, nevertheless those activities should be
chosen which are more urgent in view of the good of the Church and the needs of the times, places,
and groups, abandoning those works which today are less effective or opportune.

4. Friars should strive to know the society in which they live, to be in communion with it, and to give
it their pastord minidry.

126 - 1. Thegod of the pastord ministry of the friars should be to bring the faithful, as sharersin
the Eucharist who have been ingtructed through the preaching of the gospd in the plan of our
heavenly Father and incorporated through the sacraments into the mystica Body of Chrigt, to unite
ther life and death in the paschd mystery with the sacrifice of Chrigt the Heed.

2. The ministry of preaching and of the sacraments by which the Church makes Christ, the author of
savation, present is entrusted in aspecid way to friar priests, however, the other friars should make
their own important contribution to this minigry.



3. Through the minigtry of preaching, faith iskindled in the hearts of unbedievers and nourished in the
hearts of the faithful; through the ministry of the sacraments the union with Chrigt proclaimed in thet
preaching is brought about and deepened.

127 - Zedous care should be exercised to make our more imposing or famo us churches centers of
Chrigtian life, of liturgical worship, and of specidized pastord activity.

128 - 1. Friars should exercise the ministry of the Word in accordance with their particular charisms
and for the benefit and edification of their hearers pointedly yet briefly applying the perennid truth of
the gospe to the concrete circumstances of life, using aso the more effective means of
communication to this end.

2. Since preaching, the proclamation of the wonderful works of God in the history of salvetion,

namely, the mystery of Christ, must first draw on Sacred Scripture and on the liturgy as its sources,
the friars should read and listen to the Word of God daily so asto be better able to communicate to
others the fruits of their own contemplation.

3. Friars should proclaim the mystery of Christ and His gospel of peace, charity, and conversion,
exhorting al to an upright life in accordance with the law of the gospd.

4. In order to make their preaching of the gospe fully effective, friars should be trained carefully and
acquire special competence in pastora preaching by congtant practice.

129 - 1. Friars should regard the ministry of grace asthe principa god of the misson of the Church
and within this mission the celebration of the Eucharistic Sacrifice as the high point of the ministry of
sanctification. For friar priests the celebration of the Eucharist should condtitute the principa
apogalic action of their ministerid priesthood by which the sacrifice of the crossis continudly made
present and becomes in fact the sacrifice of the people of God. For the other friars participation in
the Eucharigtic Sacrifice should likewise condtitute the principa apogtolic action of their common
priesthood.

2. According to their particular Sete, friars should dispense the other sacraments, together with all
the Church's ministries and apostolic works, intimately united with and ordered to the Eucharigt, with
a promptness and zed s0 asto promote sacramentd life and alife of prayer, expecidly liturgicd
prayer, among the faithful.

3. Friar priests should devote themsalves with particular zedl to the adminigtration of the sacrament
of penance or reconciliation, keeping in mind both the human condition, so much in need of continua
renewa and increase of God's grace, and the goodness of our Redeemer who does not will the
desth of the snner but that he be converted and live.

130 - 1. Friars should gtrive to bring back those who have falen away from the practices of
Chridian life into living union with Chrig.



2. Friars should take specid care of the sick and, therefore, they should visit them frequently and
provide them ample opportunity to receive the sacraments. Likewise, they should carefully prepare
the dying for aholy passing to eternd life.

131 - Friar priests, who are consecrated for the office of the presbyterate, should remember that
they, too, are the providentid assistants of the episcopa order in meeting the increased needs of
people. The other friars, who dso form part of the diocesan family in aspecia way, should provide
important help to the sacred hierarchy.

132 - 1. With aview toward the good of souls the friars may accept parochid responghilities, even
on atemporary basis, dways, however, in such away asto be able to give effective tesimony
before the people of God to their minority and fraternity in their life and work.

2. Moreover, the greatest care is to be taken that in these parishes gpostalic life is coordinated

with the observancesof friary life. Therefore, insofar as possible, no parishes are to be accepted
where a community cannot be formed.

133 1. Mindful of the cdling of dl thelaity to the gpostolate, friars should work fraterndly with them
in and for the Church and have a specid concern for the laity in thelr gpostolic endeavors. Friars
should not take on duties which by their nature are better suited to the laity.

2. The Secular Franciscan Order should be promoted everywhere, in accordance with Congt. n.
116. Moreower, knowledge of the spirit of St. Francis should be fostered among diocesan priests
s0 that they, too, will join the Secular Franciscan Order, extend its activities into their parishes and
societies, and then in turn receive assistance from the members of the Secular Franciscan Order.

3. Likewise, friars should zesloudy and devoutly develop the Militiaof Mary Immaculate among the
laity and clergy since it expresses more fully the Marian spirit of our sergphic Order and is rightly
consdered an outstanding form of evangelical gpodolae.

134 - Inspired by the spirit of that peacemaker, our Father Francis, friars should take part in
ecumenica activities. On becoming well-versed in ecumenism they should patiently and prudently
endeavor by persona contact and group work, in accordance with the directives of the Church, to
contribute to the redlization of that fullness which the Lord wills for His Bodly.

135 - Inthefidd of non-Christian relations, friars can collaborate out of gpostolic concern, within
the limits laid down by competent ecclesiastical authority, in those projects whose immediate god is
the promotion of human vaues.

136 - 1. Qudified friars, evduaing socid and economic problemswisdly in the light of faith, should
shareto acertain extent in the life, needs, and trids of their fdlow men and women so asto be able
to assgt them effectivdy.



2. Friars should cooperate as much asthey can with dl persons of good will in charitable initiatives,
socid wefare, and international solidarity to leed dl people out of misery and ignorance into truly
human conditions of life and to foster judtice and peace among dl.

137 - 1. Friars should promote scholarly activity and research particularly in the fields of Franciscan
life and doctrine. The results of thisresearch aswell asthe practica experiences of the friars should
be made public, by way of the various communications media, too. Permisson of the mgjor
superior aswel asthat of the local ordinary is required to publish writings dedling with religion or
morals (cf. can. 832).

2. Friars attending indtitutes of higher learning, whether as teachers or as students, should give a
witness of Franciscan life by joining love of truth with the wisdom and following of the gospd.

138 - 1. Friarswho are qudified may participate in the gpostolate of education or higher learning in
indtitutes of any kind, even non-Cathalic.

2. Educationd activities, whether teaching the arts and sciences or providing other services related
to thiswork, are dso to be considered among forms of the gpostolate dways open to the apostolic
mission of our Order.

3. At indtitutes and centers of information, friars should help people to become imbued with the
spirit of Chrigt so that they themselves may attend to the good of society and striveto relate all
agpects of human culture to the message of salvation.

4. To avoid asfar as possible any termination of the educational process, dumni associations
imbued with the true spirit of the Church drould be promoted.

139 - 1. All thefriars should work faithfully and devotedly, and if they are working under the
authority of others, they should gtrive to carry out their contractual obligations obediently and with
diligence.

2. Whoever is blessed with a specid charism should, under the guidance of competent authority and
with the support of the other friars, useit for the edification of the kingdom of God.
TITLE I

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE
FRIARS ACTIVITIES

140 - it isthe respongbility of the provincid chapter to examine whether or not the various
gpogtolates of the province are meeting the needs of the

times and the mission of the Franciscan Order: whether they are well chosen; are carried out
properly; have any witnessvaue. The chapter should dso investigate whether the provinceis
cagpable of extending its work for the expansion of the kingdom of God among the nations, and



whether it is reedy to begin work in misson territory.

141 - 1. Itislikewisetheright of the provincia chapter to investigate and determine the genera
gpogtalic program of the province and to formulate statutes in conformity with diocesan or regiond
decrees for those minidtries requiring specia guide-

lines

2. The Minigter Provincid with the assistance, as the case may be, of his definitory shal direct the
activities of the province according to the dispositions of the provincia chapter, with the cooperation
of the Guardians and the opportune advice of the competent commissions.

142 - 1. It will be the respongility of the conference of Ministers Provincia to coordinate those
projects which the provinces decide to implement through fraterna cooperation, and to devise
aopropriate means for fostering this collaboration.

2. Attention should be given to those works which a province could do better in collaboration with
other provinces and which contribute to the good of the whole Order.

143 - 1. The Guardian should consider it his responsibility to direct the work of the community and
to keep friarswho are engaged in different activities fraterndly united.

2. It isthe responghility of the friary chapter, without violation of the competence of the superiors,
to decide what temporary obligations are to be accepted or discontinued and, in order to strengthen
the unity of thefriars, to receive reports on the apostolate of each friar and to discuss the individua

gpostolates.

3. In accepting gpostolates for which awritten agreement is necessary or advisable, the Minister
Provincid, after consulting with the friary chapter and with the consent of his definitory, shal endorse
only those agreements which explicitly define what pertains to the work to be done, to the personnd
to be assigned, and to the economic aspect.

144 - 1. Superiors shall assgn only those repongibilities to the friars which are in harmony with a
life according to the Rule. Activities should be coordinated with the exercises of common life.

2. In assigning apogtalic tasks atention should be given to the rdigious, gpostolic, doctrind, and
professona competence of the friars, as well asto whether they are suitably informed regarding the
sociad mores of today's society, its mentdity, and thought.

3. Superiors, especidly the Minister Provincid, should take care to dways have available a
aufficient number of trained and experienced friars. Whoever is skilled in any art or discipline should
exercise it for the good of the Church with the permission of his superior.

145 - 1. In whatever minigry or work dlotted them friars should remain faithful to the observance
of the Rule and obedient to their superiors.

2. Friars under contract for any work are, asreligious, subject to visitation and correction by the



Minigter Provincid and to supervision by their Guardian. In what pertains to the apostolic work
itsdlf they are also subject to the authority of the party with whom the contract is made.

146 - 1. Friars assigned to the pastord care of souls should, by opportune renewal, adapt their
program and procedures to those of episcopa conferences and of diocesan and regiond
organizations.

2. Cooperation with other provinces and with ingtitutions of the same region should be fostered,
especidly in misson lands.

147 - 1. Parishes may be accepted by the Minister Provincia with the consent of his definitory, with
due observance of al legd requirements, after having consulted with the Minister Genera and having
forwarded a copy of the contract to him.

2. In accepting a parish the Minister Provincid and the loca ordinary shdl draw up an agreement
clearly specifying al conditions involved.

3. Friarsin the parochid ministry are subject to the bishops according to the norms of law in what
pertainsto their pastora office and the care of souls. The parishbooks, which are subject to the
ingpection of the loca ordinary, are likewise subject to the supervision of the superiors of the Order.

4. Parishes are entrusted to the province and, therefore, it is the respongbility of the Minister
Provincid with the consent of his definitory to present thefriar or, if pastord careis entrusted to
severd friarsjointly, the friar- moderator mentioned in can. 517, 1, to thelocal ordinary for
nomination as pastor (cann. 520, 1; 682, 2). The same applies when presenting the rector of a
church, treated in can. 556 (can. 557, 2). Itislikewise the respongbility of the Minister Provincia
after consulting with the pastor to present the parochid vicars.

5. Although in virtue of the written agreement the parishis entrusted to the province, nevertheless,
the padtor is directly responsible for it (can. 520, 1). He must work in association with his vicar
assgtants and avail himsdlf of the cooperation of the other friarsin the community, who should
willingly offer their help with the full approva and consent of the Guardian.

6. The provincid statutes should determine precisely the competence of the Guardian and of the
pastor and what concerns the administration of parish goods, with due observance of generd law.
In regard to the length of the pastor's term of office, dthough heis removable according to the
prescription of can. 682, 2, he should normally possess stability. Therefore, whatever is decreed in
this matter by episcopa conferencesisto be observed (cf. can. 522).

TITLEIV
THE MISSIONARY ACTIVITY OF THE ORDER

148 - 1. Chrigt the Lord, sent by the Father who wills dl to be saved and come to the knowledge
of the truth, evangdized the poor in order that dl persons may become sharersin Hisdivine nature.



He entrusted the continuation of this very same mission to the Church. The Sergphic Order
zedoudy endeavors to share in this misson, too, through its apogtalic missionary activity.

2. The Order should strive to foster and extend its missionary agpostolate, accepted by our Father
S. Francis as amandate of the Church, both among people and nations commonly described as
missionary and in churches long since established but presently in a certain State of decline or
weakness and need.

149 1. Every careisto be taken to foster and promote the missonary spirit throughout the Order,
especidly in our seminaries, and prayers and sacrifices should be offered continudly for the
missons.

2. Friars should seek to arouse mission awarenessamong the laity and to encourage responsibility
for the missons among the faithful.

150 - Should afriar by divine inspiration wish to go to the missons he should request in writing the
consent of his Minister Provincia who, after judging the suitability of the request, should not deny
permisson if he findsthe friar suited for the missions.

151 - 1. The minigters should seeto it that before friars leave for the missons they are prepared
through specidized formation in spiritudity, language, and missology.

2. Thisformation should be so completed in indtitutionsin the missons that the friars will be ready to
speak the native language fluently and correctly and will have degpened their knowledge of loca
religion, history, and culture,

3. Such formation isto be carried on continualy so that the missonaries may adways be equd to the
demands and avail themsdlves of the opportunities arisng from changing times.

152 - 1. All missonary activity of the friars, and particularly the preaching of the gospe by word
and deed, should aim at the spreading of the faith and the implanting of the- Church.

2. Missionaries should endeavor to become part of their society, to accept and develop native
vaues, and a the same time to be aware of the profound transformation occurring among peoples.

3. To prevent divisions among Christians from becoming an obstacle to anyone's acceptance of the
faith, the friars should seek ways and means of collaborating correctly and prudently with the
separated chur ches.

153 - 1. Sincerdigious life afords avery precious and necessary aid to missonary activity, the
permanent establishment of the Order should be pursued together with the implanting of the Church.

2. The superior of the misson shall take carethet al friars foster native vocations and thet these
candidates are trained in the best way possible. He should aso be very concerned that native sons



be assumed gradually into positions of trust in the gpostolate and in governmen.

154 - 1. It isthe responghility of the province to which amisson is entrusted to supply sufficient
and capable missionaries as well as adequate means of support.

2. A province without its own mission should, to the extent possible, send missionaries and support
to the missions entrusted to another province or to those of the Order itself.

3. The secretary for the missions should promote communication with the missionaries and those
activitiesamed e fogtering amissonary spirit.

4. In accordance with the specid statute, missonary activities of the Order are to be coordinated
and directed by the secretary general for the missions. Wherefore, each year the superior of the
missions should send him areport on their spiritud, disciplinary, and financia Stuation.

CHAPTER VI
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ORDER
Spiritud Introduction

a Since the Apostalic See is accustomed to accede to the pious requests and to be favorably
disposed to grant the praiseworthy desires of its petitioners, the Supreme Pontiff confir med the Rule
of the Order by his gpostalic authority. After that the Church, ether by laying the foundations for
domingtive power through the approva of the Rule or by delegating to the authorities of the Order a
sharein her supremejurisdiction, has assumed the superiors of the Order as her associates in the
task of governing the fraternity.

The friarsin pogitions of respongbility should exercise authority in the spirit of our Founder.
"However, the friars who are subject to them should remember that they have renounced their own
willsfor God. Therefore, | strictly command them to obey their minigtersin dl those thingswhich
they have promised the Lord to observe and which are not againg their conscience and our Rule’
(Rb 10).

b) Our Seraphic Father himsdlf, in replying to the question of a certain friar, described what
kind of aman the Minister Generd of thisfamily should be: "He must be aman who takes religious
life serioudly, is very discreet, and has agood reputation. A man who has no particular friendships,
S0 as not to be a source of scandd to therest. A man zedlous for prayer... He must be a man who
has no place in his heart for sordid favoritism, who cares no less for the humble and smple asfor the
wise and great. A man who, although he may be very learned, reflects piety and smplicity in al that
he does and cultivates virtue. A man who detests money, the main cause of corruption of our
profession and perfection... A man who consoles the afflicted, Snce he isthe last refuge for the
troubled, for fear thet, not finding any hedling remedies from him, the illness of despair may
overwhelm the week. In order to induce the violent to meekness he should humble himsdf and



forego something of his rights so asto gain asoul for Chrigt. Toward those who take flight from the
Order, asto lost sheep, he should not gtifle his own inclination to tender mercy, knowing that the
temptations which bring aman to such a pass are overpowering.

I would want him honored by al in the place of Chrigt, and with al charity to be provided with dl
necessties. On the other hand he should not seek honors, nor ddight in favors more than in
offenses... Findly, he should be a man who will in no way wesken the stern standard of justice in an
effort to retain honors, and will consider so great an office a burden rather than a dignity. However,
he should not let gpathy grow out of excessive gentleness, nor a breakdown in discipline out of lax
indulgence, so that while heisloved by dl, he will be nore the less feared by those who do evil...
Thisiswhat the Minister Genera of the Order must be like" (2 Cd 185, 186).

. Francis further remarked: "'l would want him to have assistants of upright character, who like
himsdf would give good example: drict as regards pleasure, strong in adversity, affable and
goproachable, welcoming with holy joy dl who visit them" (2 Cd 186)

0 "In the name of the Lord! All friars who are condtituted ministers and servants of the other
friars shdl gation their brothersin friaries of the provinces where they may be, and they shdl often
vigt them and direct and encourage them spiritudly... And let the ministers and servants recal what
the Lord says. "The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve' and that to them has been
committed the care of the souls of their brothers, concerning whom, if anyone should be lost through
their fault and bad example, they shdl have to give an account before the Lord Jesus Christ on the
day of judgment" (Rnb 4).

"Those who are put in charge of others should be no prouder of their office than if they had been
gppointed to wash the feet of their brothers' (Adm 4). "Moreover, whoever isin authority should be
the servant of the other brothers. Let him have and show each brother the mercy he would wish to
have shown himsdf in any smilar case. Nor should he become angry with a brother over his
offense, but kindly admonish him and bear with him in dl patience and humility" (EpFid I1).

d In the judgment of blessed Francis, however, chapters of the friars enjoyed the highest
importance in conducting the government of the Order. For "after the friars had increased, asa
solicitous father he began to gather them in genera chapter so that... he might give each his portion
of obedience’ (LM 1V, 101 and to address everyone in words which he would address to future
chapters by letter, so that the friars by studioudy reading it might arrange al matters to promote its
observance in the whole Order. "Listen, sons of the Lord and my brathers, and give ear to my
words. Be atentive with the ear of your heart and obey the voice of the Son of God. Keep His
commandments with al your heart and practice His counsds with pure intention. Proclaim the Lord
for Heis good, and glorify Him in your works, since thisiswhy He has sent you into the whole
world, so that by word and deed you may bear witness to His message and tell everyone that there
isno one dmighty besdesHim. Perseverein thisingtruction and in holy obedience, and what you
have promised Him fulfill with good and firm resolve" (EpOrd).

"At provincid chapters where he could not be present corpordly, he was present by his concern for
their good government, by his unremitting prayer, and by the power of hisblessng” (LM 1V, 101 so
that these chapters would gtrive to treet responsibly of “those things pertaining to God.”

To thefriary chapters, too, the early and then later Congtitutions of the Order assigned the duty of
promoting the government of each fraternity in the Order and in the provinces.

155 -Authorities, namely, chapters, and superiors, exist in the Order for the purpose of correctly



ordering the life and works of the entire fraternity and to continualy regulate them with suitable
means.

156 - 1. Supreme authority for the whole Order itself resdesin and is exercised by the genera
chapter.

2. The chief authority for each province and its custodies residesin and is exercised by the
provincia chapter.

3. Inagenera custody the chief authority resdesin its own chapter and is exercised according to
the norms of the generd Satutes.

4. The authority of the friary chapter is determined by the norms of the congtitution and by generd
and provincid datutes.

157 - 1. Superiors of the Order, both mgor and loca, should exercise authority according to the
norms of common law and our own (can. 596, 2; 129, 1). They have ecclesagtical jurisdiction
both for the internd and externd forum (can. 274, 1). Before taking office they are obliged to
make a profession of faith before the chapter or, as the case may be, before the mgjor superior
(can. 833, 8).

2. Mgor superiors who go by thetitle of Ordinary in our Condtitutions are: the Minister Generd for
the entire Order, the Minister Provincia for his province, the General and Provincid Custodes for
their respective custodies; likewise, the vicars of the above in the exercise of their office according to
n. 167, 3.

158 - 1. When, according to the norm of law, the superior needs consent or counsd, hisaction is
invalid if for whatever reason he failed to seek such consent or counse or, should consent be
required, if he acts against the consent given.

2. Consent and counsdl are be sought in joint meetings unless, should counsd aone be required, the
genera Statutes State otherwise. In every case, however, awritten record must show that counsel or
consent was duly sought and obtained.

159 - 1. The chapter and definitory should fulfill their role faithfully and each in its own way express
the concern and participation of dl the friarsfor the welfare of the entire fraternity.

2. Matterswhich rightly belong to the chapter may not be remanded to the respective definitory for
solution except for a grave reason to be verified by atwo-thirdsvote of the chapter.

3. Experts, including lay persons, may be invited into the chapter or definitory to obtain their advice.

160 - 1. For the validity of chapter acts the presence of two-thirds of the voting membersis
required.

2. A two-thirds mgority islikewise required in definitories unlessit is foreseen that severd voters



will beimpeded for more than aweek and the matter is urgent, in which case an absolute mgjority
suffices.

3. The consent of the absolute mgjority of those present is required and sufficient to expedite
individud items of busness unlessit is expresdy sated otherwise for a given case.

TITLE11
OFFICES
161 - 1. Friarsdected to an office should humbly accept the ministry and faithfully fulfill it in aspirit
of service.

2. Solemnly professed friars possessing the qualifications required by canon law and our own
particular law are digible for officesin the Order.

162 - 1. Generd offices are those of minigter, vicar, procurator, assistant, and secretary.

2. Provincid offices are those of minigter, vicar, definitor, secretary, and capitular custos.

3. Quasi-provincid offices are those of generd and provincid custos and their vicars and definitors.
4. Friary offices are those of guardian and vicar of the friary.

5. All other offices, taken in the broad sense in these Congtitutions, are called duties or assgnments.

163 - 1. All generd, provincid, and quasi-provincid offices are conferred in their respective
chapters through dection by written ballots unless otherwise sated. When an office is vacant
outside chapter the vicar succeeds thereto by virtue of the law itsdlf until new eections are held.
Appointment is made to dl other offices by the respective minister with his definitory.

2. Guardians are indtituted by the provincid chapter or, for ajust reason, outside chapter by the
Minigter Provincid with his definitory through balloting with counters after proposd by the Minister
Provincid. Thevicar isindituted in the same manner in thefriary chapter. Those to be constituted
to these offices should be solemnly professed for at least two years (cf. can. 623).

3. Conferrd of assgnmentsis carried out by balloting with counters or by gppointment, as may be
determined in each ingtance by the Congtitutions or Satutes.

164 - 1. In holding éections common law and our particular law are to be observed. However,
except for the prescriptions of 2 and 3, heisto be considered dected and proclaimed as such by
the praeses of the eectord college who, after the invalid votes have been subtracted, has obtained
an absolute maority or who, after two inconclusive balots, has obtained a rdaive mgority in the
third. If the result isatie after the third bdlot, the elder in professon and thenin ageisto be
considered elected.

2. For the third and final successive dection to the same office a quaified mgority, namely,
two-thirds of the votesis required and must be obtained in the first or second ballot. The same



nortn regarding a quaified mgority obtains aso for the third and final successve indtitution of the
Guardian to the samefriary. Care should be taken to avoid having friars remain for too long a
period in offices of governance without an interva (can. 624, 2).

3. Five balots are dlowed for the eection of the ministers general and provincia and of the genera
custos. After the second inconclusive balot, candidates requiring a quaified maority lack passve
voice. Inthefifth balot only the two who received ardative mgority in thefourth balot enjoy
passve voice, if saverd obtain the same rdative mgority, they are al candidates and lack active
voicein the fifth balot. Heisto be consdered eected who receives a rdative mgority of the votes
and in atiethe eder in professon and then in age.

4. The Minigter Genera shdl be designated by canonical eection according to n. 164, 3, of the
Condtitutions. The other superiors shal likewise be congtituted according to the norms of the
Condtitutions, in such wise, however, that if elected they need the confirmation of the competent
major superior, according to law (can. 179, 1-5); however, if they are nominated by the superior a
suitable consultation should precede.

165 - 1. Generd offices are conferred for a six-year term; provincial and quas-provincid aswell as
friary officesfor athree-year term.

2. Assgnments conferred by a chapter are for Six yearsif generd, otherwise for three years.
However, assgnments conferred by nomination can be for a definite or indefinite time but not longer
than a three year period which may then be renewed.

166 - 1. In order to foster the bond of brotherhood and the unity of purpose of the friars, mgor
superiors should maintain frequent contact with their friars by means of persond didogue,
correspondence, and reports on chapter and definitory transactions and on al matters relevant to the
life of the fraternity.

2. At least once during their term of office mgor superiors, either persondly or through a delegate,
should conduct a canonical visitation and give areport of it a the respective ordinary chapter.

3. In hisvigtation the minister should ded with his confreres humbly and charitebly, attentively
review the life and activities of the community according to the directories, and in the friary chapter
caefully illustrate and discuss dl métters.

167 - 1. Superiors are bound by law to resdence so as to be available for service to the friars.

2. Mgor superiors should keep their vicars congtantly informed about al metters of government
and adminigration and willingly avail themselves of their assstance in ordinary matters aswell.

3. A superior about to absent himsdlf or impeded in the exercise of his office shal forewarn hisvicar
who should then carry on the affairs of office according to law and the mind of the superior.

168 - 1. A friar should willingly resign an office conferred on him if for the common good the
superiors consder him necessary for another office.



2. Resignations from any office or assignment conferred by a chapter may be accepted by the
chapter whileit isin sesson or outside chapter by the minister with the consent of, or together with,
his definitory, as the case may require. Resignation from offices conferred in the definitory may be
accepted by the minister with the consent of his definitory. Resignation from assignments conferred
by nomination may be accepted by the nominating superior.

3. Theresignation of the Minister General outside chaper may be accepted solely by the Apostolic
See. Theresgnation of aMinister Provincia or Generd Custos may be accepted by the Minister
Generd with the consent of his definitory.

169 - 1. No oneisirremovable from an office or assgnment in the Order. Thefriars, however,
should enjoy that stability which the good of souls and of the Order aswell as of the friars
themsalves requires.

2. Friars shdl not be removed from offices conferred for a specified time except for a grave and
proportionate reason to be examined and legitimately proven by the minister with his definitory and
with due concern for justice and naturd equity.

3. Theremova of any friar from office pertains to the same authority which is empowered
according to n. 168 of the Congtitutions to accept resignation from that office.

170 - The Minigter Generd with the consent of his definitory may, for ajust cause, dispense from
the law of incompetibility of offices or from one disquaifying from offices which are sanctioned in
our particular law.

TITLE I

THE GENERAL CHAPTER

171 - 1. The genera chapter shal be convoked by the Minister General and celebrated in
accordance with the general statutes.

2. The ordinary generd chapter in which the Minister Generd isto be eecied shadl be celebrated at
Pentecost with due regard for Const. n. 180.

172 - The Minister Generd with the consent of his definitory or at the request of the mgority of
ministers provincia may convoke an extraordinary generd chapter to handle more serious items of
business.

173 - 1. The capitulars for each act of the ordinary and extraordinary genera chapter are: the
minister generd, former ministers generd, generd definitors, ministers provinciad, generd and
provincid custodes, the capitular custodes of the provinces, and deputies of the provinces according
to the norms of the generd Satutes.



2. When the minigter provincia or generd custosislegitimately impeded the respective vicar shdl
attend the chapter and should he aso be impeded adelegate should be sent by the respective
superior.

174 - The Miniger Generd himself presides over the generd chapter or, when heis absent, the
vicar.

TITLEIV

THE MINISTER GENERAL AND
HIS DEFINITORY

175 - 1. Thefriar to be elected Minister Gererd must have been solemnly professed at least ten
years.

2. The duty of guiding and caring for the Order and of promoting the works and projects of the
Order for the good of the Church rests upon the Minister Genera as the father of the entire
brotherhood.

176 - 1. The Minister Generd has proper ordinary power in the entire Order, to be exercised
according to the norm of universd law and our own.

2. The following are immediately subject to the Minister Generd: generd definitors, ministers
provincid, genera custodes, generd delegates and officiads in the exercise of their assgnments, and
guardians of friaries under hisimmediate jurisdiction. All other friars are mediately subject to the
Minister Generdl.

177 - In the government of the Order the Minister Generd is asssted by the generd definitors who
areassgantsgenerd. All these are disgudified from election or postulation to provincia offices
during their term of office.

178 - The procurator, who is also an assistant generd, is to handle the business of the Order with
the Apostolic See by order of the Minister Genera or a

the instance of a Minigter Provincid, excepting matters of the missons or of the general postulation
for the causes of saints.

179 - It isthe duty of the assstants generd to examine matters of the provinces of their
circumscription, to visit them frequently and present their gppraisa of them to the Minister Generd
or in definitory, and to maintain communication with the friars of their own region.

180 - When the Minister Generd's authority ceases outside chapter the vicar generd assumesthe
government of the Order and convokes the genera chapter, to be held not sooner than three nor
later than six months from the vacancy of the office of the generdate.



181 - There should be various offices and secretariats, according to the generd statutes, to examine
matters concerning the life and work of the entire Order and to implement decisions taken by the
generd chapter or approved in the definitory aswell as to provide assistance to the provinces.

TITLEV

THE PROVINCIAL CHAPTER

182 - 1. Theordinary provincid chapter shal be convoked by the Minister General and celebrated
according to the norms decreed in the genera Statutes.

2. TheMinigter Provincia with the consent of his definitory may convoke an extraordinary chapter
whenever matters of great importance are pressing.

183 - 1. The praeses of the ordinary chapter in the first part of the chapter up to the fourth sesson
isthe Minister Generd or his ddlegate (cf. Directory for Provincia Chapters). The Minister
Provincid presides over the remaining sessions of the ordinary chapter and over other chapters.

2. The voting members of the ordinary provincia chapter are: the minister gerera or his delegete,
the former minister generd in his native province, the minister provincid, the former minister
provincid who terminated his office in the last ordinary chapter (not, however, beyond the next
ordinary chapter), the provincid custodes, the provincid definitors, the capitular custos, and
deputies el ected according to the generd datutes, unless the Minister General with the consent of his
definitory, in accordance with the statutes, should provide otherwise as regards the participation of
dl solemnly professed friars.

3. The voting members of the extreordinary provincia chapter are: the minister generd or his
ddegate, the former minister generd in his native province, the miniger provincd, the former
minigter provincid who terminated his office in the last ordinary chapter, the provincia custodes, the
provincid definitors and the capitular custos actudly in office, the deputies who were present et the
last ordinary chapter, unless the Minister Genera with the consent of his definitory, in accordance
with the statutes, should determine otherwise as regards the participation of al solemnly professed
friars,

184 - 1. Direct suffrage for the ection of the Minister Provincid is dlowed in the Order according
to the generd Statutes.

2. Theintroduction of this method in any province pertains to the provincia statutes.

3. The provincid satutes shal determine both the method of eection foreseen in the genera Statutes
and the number of deputies, whether in the province or in the provincia custody.

185 - If for some serious reason an ordinary provincid chapter cannot be celebrated the Minister
Generd with the consent of his definitory and, if possible, after consulting with the friars of the
province shdl appoint the Minister Provincid and his definitory.



TITLE VI

THE MINISTER PROVINCIAL AND
HIS DEFINITORY

186 - The oneto be eected Minister Provincid should be solemnly professed at least five years and
possess maturity, prudence, Franciscan expertiseand spirit, and the other requisites of law (can.
129, 1; 134, 1; 274, 1).

187 -In a spirit of love and concern for dl, the minister should zedloudy take care that the friars lead
alife ever more in conformity with the Rule and Condtitutions for their sanctification and the
edification of the Church.

188 - 1. The Minigter Provincia has proper ordinary power over the entire province and over each
friary aswell as over each and dl the friars according to the norms of the Condtitutions.

2. The following are immediatdly subject to the Minister Provincid: the provincid custodes and
guardians and, in what pertains to their duties, the provincid definitors, the provincia delegates, and
the directors of seminaries. All the other friars are mediately subject.

3. Immediately subject to the general and provincia custos are the guardian and, in what pertainsto
their duties, custodia definitors and directors of seminaries. All the other friars are mediately
subject.

189 - The vicar and three other assgtants condtitute the definitory of the Minister Provincid unless
more are required by the provincia statutes.

190 - The définitorid council if it has been established by the provincid statutes shall be convoked
by the Minigter Provincid to hendle greater province matters and it shal have the faculties of a
council. The major superior shall seek advice or consent as prescribed in the provincia statutes.

191 - The voting members of the definitoria council are: the former Minister Provincial who
terminated his office in the last chapter, the provincia definitors, the capitular custos, and other
voting members dready eected for three years according to the provincid statutes.

192 - The vicar shall assume the role and take the place of a Minister Provincia who is absent or
impeded. However, should the authority of the Minister Provincia cease outside chapter, the vicar,
retaining the title of vicar, succeeds him until the ordinary provincid chapter and immediately notifies
the Miniger Generd that the office is vacant.

193 - The capitular custos, who isto be eected in the provincia chapter by written balot, shall



cary out avistation during his term of office and give areport in the ordinary provincid chapter on
the gate of the province. His office isincompatible with the office of definitor.

194 - In order to coordinate and promote the principa activities of the province, it is opportune that
province commissions be established. Their number, membership, competence, and modus agendi
should be determined in the provincia statutes.

TITLEVII

THE GENERAL AND PROVINCIAL CUSTODES
AND THEIR DEFINITORIES

195 - 1. What is prescribed above under titles V and VI concerning the province and its officids
gpplies dso to the generd custody, with due proportion of law.

2. Inasmuch as the authority in agenerd cugtody isvicarious it can for ajust reason be limited by
statutes approved in the general chapter.

3. Generd cugtodies shal havether capitular custos who shdl give the report in the ordinary
custodiad chapter on the state of the custody.
196 - 1. A provincid custody can have its own chapter according to the norms of the provincia

datutes. The authority it hasis determined by the same Satutes.

2. The Provincia Cusgtos and his vicar and at least two definitors shdl be eected by the provinciad
or custodia chapter according to the norms of the provincia Satutes.

3. Provincid custodies should have their capitular custosiif the provincid statutes so determine. He
isto give areport on the state of the custody only in the ordinary custodid chapter.

197 - 1. Itistheduty of the Provincid Custos to encourage the religious life, ministry, and works of
the friars and, in conformity with Congt. n. 153, promote the growth of the Order.

2. With the consent of his definitory the custos can &ffiliate candidates to the custody, admit them to
profession, issue dimissorid letters, inditute or remove guardians, and present friars to the local

ordinary to be pastors.

3. Asto other matters, especidly extraordinary, the authority of the custos, as vicarious, can be
circumscribed by the provincid chapter and the provincia Statutes.

TITLEVII



CONFERENCES

198 - 1. Itisadvised that conferences of Ministers Provincid be established in the area of
provinces and custodies which have a cultural or another specid affinity so thet, by sharing their
wisdom and experience and exchanging views, asincere union of effort may be made for the
common good.

2. Each conference shdl prepare its own gtatute to be approved by the Minister Generd with his
definitory in which the membership- namely, only the ministers and custodes according to the
geographicad area - the competence, and times of meeting are defined.

199 - The secretariat of the conference shal opportundy foster and maintain close relation with the
Minister Generd and his definitory and with other conferences through its own assstant generd;
likewise, it shal report on the main topics or questions submitted to the conference by mgjor
superiors or other friars, prepare the minutes and other reports, and transmit these to the individua
provinces concerned.

200 - The Minigter Provincid should cooperate willingly with conferences of mgjor superiorsfor a
better coordination of works and activities, in close union with the conferences of bishops.

TITLEIX
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE FRIARY
201 - Thelocd fraternity is governed by the Guardian, either done or with the friary chapter.

202 - 1. Itisthe duty of the Guardian to direct and coordinate the life and activity of the friarsin
accordance with the Rule, Condtitutions, and statutes and to foster a spirit of true fellowship.

2. He has ordinary power over dl the friars de familiaand over othersresdent in the friary.

203 - 1. All solemnly professed friarsin the friary, but not fewer than three, with chapter rights
according to Congt. n. 206, congtitute the friary chapter which is presided over by the Guardian.
For major seminaries the genera statutes should be observed.

2. Ordinarily every month and whenever it seems necessary the chapter shal be convoked by the
Guardian or, when heis absent and if the matter cannot be postponed, by the vicar.

204 - 1. Itisthe duty of the friary chapter to conditute the officias of the friary and of filid houses
and to lay down normsfor the individua offices. Other mattersto be dedlt with in the friary chapter
in a collegid manner are indicated here and there in the Congtitutions, especialy in chapter V.

2. Matters, however, aready indicated in the Congtitutions for which the Guardian needs the
consent or advice of the friary chapter should aso be specified in the statutes. In these caseswhat is
prescribed in the Congtitutions and statutes concerning definitories should also be gpplied to the



friary chapter.

205 - The Guardian of afriary under the immediate jurisdiction of the Minister Generd isindtituted
by the Minigter Generd with his definitory; the officids, however, are indituted by the friary chapter.

206 - 1. All solemnly professed friars are to be assigned de familia to the friary where they resde
and exercise ther rights and obligations according to the norms of the Condtitutions. -

2. Each solemnly prafessed friar has active and passive voicein only onefriary and in only one
province, ether his native province or another.

3. Solemnly professed friars assigned to afriary of their province have active and passive voicein
that same friary and province according to the norms of the Constitutions.

4. Friars assigned to some friary outside their province have rights and obligations according to the
agreement made between the respective mgjor superiors after consulting with the friar. These,
together with the specific determination of the length of the friar's stay there, should be clearly
defined in the letter of obedience.

5. Thetrandfiliation of afriar from his own to another province can be effected either permanently
or for aconsderable length of time with the consent of the friar himsdlf and of the ministers of both
provinces after they have obtained the consent of their respective definitories.

6. A friar who has received permission to go to amissonary province or generd custody exercises
his rights there as long as he residesin it; meanwhile, the rightsin his native province or custody
remain suspended. The provincid statutes should provide for the case of aprovincia custody.

CHAPTER VI
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ORDER
Spiritud Irtroduction

a Since the Apostalic See is accustomed to accede to the pious requests and to be favorably
disposed to grant the praiseworthy desires of its petitioners, the Supreme Pontiff confirmed the Rule
of the Order by his gpostalic authority. After that the Church, ether by laying the foundations for
dominative power through the approva of the Rule or by delegating to the authorities of the Order a
share in her supreme jurisdiction, has assumed the superiors of the Order as her associatesin the
task of governing the fraternity.

Thefriarsin postions of responghbility should exercise authority in the spirit of our Founder.
"However, the friars who are subject to them should remember that they have renounced their own
willsfor God. Therefore, | gtrictly command them to obey their minigtersin dl those thingswhich
they have promised the Lord to observe and which are not againgt their conscience and our Rulé€”
(Rb 10).

b) Our Sergphic Father himsdlf, in replying to the question of a certain friar, described what



kind of aman the Minister Generd of this family should be: "He must be a man who takes religious
life serioudy, is very discret, and has a good reputation. A man who has no particular friendships,
S0 as not to be asource of scandal to therest. A man zealous for prayer... He must be a man who
has no place in his heart for sordid favoritism, who cares no less for the humble and smple asfor the
wise and great. A man who, dthough he may be very learned, reflects piety and smplicity in dl thet
he does and cultivates virtue. A man who detests money, the main cause of corruption of our
professon and perfection... A man who consoles the &fflicted, since heisthe last refuge for the
troubled, for fear that, not finding any hedling remedies from him, theillness of despair may
overwhelm the week. In order to induce the violent to meekness he should humble himsdlf and
forego something of hisrights so asto gain a soul for Christ. Toward those who take flight from the
Order, asto lost sheep, he should not stifle his own inclination to tender mercy, knowing that the
temptations which bring aman to such a pass are overpowering.

| would want him honored by dl in the place of Chrigt, and with al charity to be provided with all
necessties. On the other hand he should not seek honors, nor ddlight in favors more than in
offenses... Findly, he should be a man who will in no way weaken the stern standard of jugtice in an
effort to retain honors, and will consider so great an office a burdenrather than a dignity. However,
he should not let gpathy grow out of excessive gentleness, nor a breakdown in discipline out of lax
indulgence, so that while heisloved by dl, he will be none the less feared by those who do evil...
Thisiswha the Minister Genera of the Order must be like" (2 Cel 185, 186).

. Francis further remarked: "'l would want him to have assistants of upright character, who like
himsdlf would give good example: gtrict as regards pleasure, strong in adversity, affable and
approachable, welcoming with holy joy dl who vist them" (2 Cd 186)

0 "In the name of the Lord! All friars who are condtituted ministers and servants of the other
friars shdl dation their brothersin friaries of the provinces where they may be, and they shdl often
vigt them and direct and encourage them spiritudly... And let the ministers and servants recal what
the Lord says. "'The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve' and that to them has been
committed the care of the souls of their brothers, concerning whom, if anyone should be logt through
their fault and bad example, they shal have to give an account before the Lord Jesus Christ on the
day of judgment" (Rnb 4).

"Those who are put in charge of others should be no prouder of their office than if they had been
appointed to wash the feet of their brothers' (Adm 4). "Moreover, whoever isin authority should be
the servant of the other brothers. Let him have and show each brother the mercy he would wish to
have shown himsdf in any smilar case. Nor should he become angry with a brother over his
offense, but kindly admonish him and bear with him in dl patience and humility" (EpFid I1).

d In the judgment of blessed Francis, however, chapters of the friars enjoyed the highest
importance in conducting the government of the Order. For "after the friars had increased, asa
solicitous father he began to gather them in genera chapter so that... he might give each his portion
of obedience’ (LM 1V, 101 and to address everyone in words which he would address to future
chapters by letter, so that the friars by studioudy reading it might arrange dl matters to promote its
observance in the whole Order. "Listen, sons of the Lord and my brothers, and give ear to my
words. Be attentive with the ear of your heart and obey the voice of the Son of God. Keep His
commandments with al your heart and practice His counsels with pure intention. Proclaim the Lord
for Heis good, and glorify Him in your works, since thisis why He has sent you into the whole
world, so that by word and deed you may bear witness to His message and tell everyone that there



isno one dmighty besdes Him. Perseverein thisingruction and in holy obedience, and what you
have promised Him fulfill with good and firm resolve’ (EpOrd).

"At provincia chapters where he could not be present corporaly, he was present by his concern for
their good government, by his unremitting prayer, and by the power of hisblessng” (LM 1V, 101 so
that these chapters would strive to trest responsibly of "those things pertaining to God."
Tothefriary chapters, too, the early and then later Congtitutions of the Order assigned the duty of
promoting the government of each fraternity in the Order and in the provinces.

155 -Authorities, namely, chapters, and superiors, exist in the Order for the purpose of correctly
ordering the life and works of the entire fraternity and to continualy regulate them with suitable
means.

156 - 1. Supreme authority for the whole Order itsalf resdesin and is exercised by the generd
chapter.

2. The chief authority for each province and its custodies resides in and is exercised by the
provincia chapter.

3. Inagenerad custody the chief authority residesin its own chapter and is exercised according to
the norms of the generd dtatutes.

4. The authority of the friary chapter is determined by the norms of the congtitution and by generd
and provincid datutes.

157 - 1. Superiors of the Order, both mgor and local, should exercise authority according to the
norms of common law and our own (can. 596, 2; 129, 1). They have ecclesiastica jurisdiction
both for the internd and externd forum (can. 274, 1). Before taking office they are obliged to
make a profession of faith before the chapter or, asthe case may be, before the magor superior
(can. 833, 8).

2. Mgor superiors who go by the title of Ordinary in our Congtitutions are: the Minister Generd for
the entire Order, the Minister Provincid for his

province, the Generd and Provincial Custodes for their respective custodies; likewise, the vicars of
the above in the exercise of ther office according to n. 167, 3.

158 - 1. When, according to the norm of law, the superior needs consent or counsd, his action is
invaid if for whatever reason he failed to seek such consent or counsdl or, should consent be
required, if he acts againgt the consent given.

2. Consent and counsdl are be sought in joint meetings unless, should counsdl aone be required, the
generd datutes sate otherwise. In every case, however, awritten record must show that counsdl or
consent was duly sought and obtained.

159 - 1. The chapter and definitory should fulfill their role faithfully and each in its own way express
the concern and participation of dl the friars for the welfare of the entire fraternity.



2. Matters which rightly belong to the chapter may not be remanded to the respective definitory for
solution except for a grave reason to be verified by atwo-thirds vote of the chapter.

3. Experts, including lay persons, may be invited into the chapter or definitory to obtain their advice.

160 - 1. For the vdidity of chapter acts the presence of two-thirds of the voting membersis
required.

2. A two-thirds mgority is likewise required in definitories unless it is foreseen thet severd voters

will beimpeded for more than aweek and the matter is urgent, in which case an aosolute mgjority
uffices.

3. The consent of the absolute mgjority of those present is required and sufficient to expedite
individud items of busness unlessit is expresdy stated otherwise for agiven case.

TITLE11
OFFICES
161 - 1. Friarsdected to an office should humbly accept the ministry and faithfully fulfill it in a spirit
of service.

2. Solemnly professed friars possessing the qudifications required by canon law and our own
paticular law are digible for offices in the Order.

162 - 1. Generd offices are those of minister, vicar, procurator, assistant, and secretary.

2. Provincia offices are those of minigter, vicar, definitor, searetary, and capitular custos.

3. Quasi-provincid offices are those of generd and provincid custos and their vicars and definitors.

4. Friary offices are those of guardian and vicar of thefriary.

5. All other offices, taken in the broad sense in these Condtitutions, are called duties or assgnments.
163 - 1. All generd, provincid, and quas-provincid offices are conferred in their respective
chapters through dection by written balots unless otherwise stated. When an office is vacant
outsde chapter the vicar succeeds thereto by virtue of the law itself until new eections are held.
Appointment is made to dl other offices by the respective minister with his definitory.

2. Guardians are indtituted by the provincia chapter or, for ajust reason, outside chapter by the
Minigter Provincid with his definitory through balloting with counters after proposa by the Minister
Provincid. The vicar isindituted in the same manner in the friary chapter. Those to be condtituted
to these offices should be solemnly professed for at least two years (cf. can. 623).

3. Conferrd of assgnmentsis carried out by baloting with counters or by gppointment, as may be



determined in each ingtance by the Condtitutions or statutes.

164 - 1. In holding eections common law and our particular law are to be observed. However,
except for the prescriptions of 2 and 3, heisto be considered dected and proclaimed as such by
the praeses of the eectora college who, after the invaid votes have been subtracted, has obtained
an absolute maority or who, after two inconclusive balots, has obtained ardative mgority in the
third. If the result isatie after the third balot, the eder in professon and then in ageisto be
considered elected.

2. For thethird and find successive eection to the same office a qudified mgority, namely,
two-thirds of the votes is required and must be obtained

in the first or second balot. The same non-n regarding aqudified mgority obtains dso for the third
and find successive indtitution of the Guardian to the same friary. Care should be taken to avoid
having friars remain for too long a period in offices of governance without an interva (can. 624, 2).

3. Five bdlots are allowed for the dection of the ministers generd and provincid and of the generd
custos. After the second inconclusive balot, candidates requiring a qudified mgority lack passive
voice. Inthefifth balot only the two who received ardative mgority in the fourth ballot enjoy
passve voic e if severd obtain the same rlaive mgority, they are al candidates and lack active
voicein the fifth balot. Heisto be consdered eected who receives ardative mgority of the votes
and in atiethe dder in professon and then in age.

4. The Minister Generd shdl be designated by canonica dection according to n. 164, 3, of the
Congtitutions. The other superiors shal likewise be congtituted according to the norms of the
Condtitutions, in such wise, however, that if eected they need the confirmation of the competent
magjor superior, according to law (can. 179, 1-5); however, if they are nominated by the superior a
suitable consultation should precede.

165 - 1. Generd offices are conferred for a Six-year term; provincial and quasi-provincid as well as
friary officesfor athree-year term.

2. Assgnments conferred by a chapter are for Six yearsif generd, otherwise for three years.

However, assgnments conferred by nomination can be for a definite or indefinite time but not longer
than a three year period which may then be renewed.

166 - 1. In order to foster the bond of brotherhood and the unity of purpose of the friars, magjor
superiors should maintain frequent contact with their friars by means of persond didogue,
correspondence, and reports on chapter and definitory transactions and on al matters relevant to the
life of the fraternity.

2. At least once during their term of office mgjor superiors, either personaly or through a delegate,
should conduct a canonica vidtation and give areport of it at the respective ordinary chapter.

3. In hisvigtation the minister should dedl with his confreres humbly and charitably, attentively
review the life and activities of the community according to the directories, and in the friary chapter



caefully illustrate and discuss dl metters.
167 - 1. Superiors are bound by law to residence so asto be available for service to the friars.

2. Mgor superiors should keep their vicars congtantly informed about al matters of government
and adminigration and willingly avail themsdlves of their assstance in ordinary maiters aswell.

3. A superior about to absent himsalf or impeded in the exercise of his office shdl forewarn his vicar
who should then carry on the affairs of office according to law and the mind of the superior.

168 - 1. A friar should willingly resign an office conferred on him if for the common good the
superiors consider him necessary for another office.

2. Resignations from any office or assgnment conferred by a chapter may be accepted by the
chapter whileit isin sesson or outside chapter by the minister with the consent of, or together with,
his definitory, as the case may require. Resignation from offices conferred in the definitory may be
accepted by the minister with the consent of his definitory. Resignation from assgnments conferred
by nomination may be accepted by the nominating superior.

3. Theresignation of the Minister General outside chapter may be accepted solely by the Apostalic
See. Theresgnation of aMinister Provincial or General Custos may be accepted by the Minister
Generd with the consent of his definitory.

169 - 1. No oneisirremovable from an office or assgnment in the Order. Thefriars, however,
should enjoy that stability which the good of souls and of the Order as well as of the friars
themsdlves requires.

2. Friars shdl not be removed from offices conferred for a specified time except for agrave and
proportionate reason to be examined and legitimately proven by the minister with his definitory and
with due concern for justice and naturd equity.

3. Theremovd of any friar from office pertains to the same authority which is empowered
according to n. 168 of the Congtitutions to accept resignation from that office.

170 - The Minister Genera with the consent of his definitory may, for ajust cause, dispense from
the law of incompetibility of offices or from one disquaifying from offices which are sanctioned in
our particular law.

TITLE I

THE GENERAL CHAPTER

171 - 1. Thegenerd chapter shal be convoked by the Minister Genera and celebrated in

accordance with the genera tatutes.

2. The ordinary generd chapter in which the Minister Generd isto be eected shdl be celebrated at



Pentecost with due regard for Const. n. 180.

172 - The Minister Generd with the consent of his definitory or at the request of the mgority of
ministers provincia may convoke an extraordinary genera chapter to handle more serious items of
business.

173 - 1. The capitulars for each act of the ordinary and extraordinary generd chapter are: the
minister generd, former ministers generd, generd definitors, ministers provinciad, generd and
provincia custodes, the capitular custodes of the provinces, and deputies of the provinces according
to the norms of the generd Satutes.

2. When the minister provincia or generd custosis legitimately impeded the respective vicar shdl
attend the chapter and should he aso be impeded a delegate should be sent by the respective
superior.

174 - The Minigter Generd himsdlf presides over the generd chapter or, when he is absent, the
vicar.

TITLE IV

THE MINISTER GENERAL AND
HIS DEFINITORY

175 - 1. Thefriar to be eected Minister Generd must have been solemnly professed at least ten
years.

2. The duty of guiding and caring for the Order and of promoting the works and projects of the
Order for the good of the Church rests upon the Minister General asthe father of the entire
brotherhood.

176 - 1. The Minister Generd has proper ordinary power in the entire Order, to be exercised
according to the norm of universa law and our own.

2. The fallowing are immediately subject to the Minister Generd: generd definitors, ministers
provincia, genera custodes, generd delegates and officiasin the exercise of their assgnments, and
guardians of friaries under hisimmediate jurisdiction. All other friars are mediately subject to the
Minister Generdl.

177 - In the government of the Order the Minister Generd is assisted by the genera definitorswho
ae assdantsgenerd. All these are disqudified from election or postulation to provincid offices
during their term of office.

178 - The procurator, who is aso an assstant generd, isto handle the business of the Order with
the Apostolic See by order of the Minister Genera or at

the instance of a Minister Provincid, excepting maiters of the missons or of the generd postulation



for the causes of saints.

179 - It isthe duty of the assstants generd to examine matters of the provinces of their
circumscription, to visit them frequently and present their gppraisa of them to the Minister Generd
or in definitory, and to maintain communication with the friars of their own region.

180 - When the Minister Generd's authority ceases outside chapter the vicar generd assumesthe
government of the Order and convokes the genera chapter, to be held not sooner than three nor
later than six months from the vacancy of the office of the generdate.

181 - There should be various offices and secretariats, according to the generd statutes, to examine
matters concerning the life and work of the entire Order and to implement decisions taken by the
generd chapter or approved in the definitory as well asto provide assistance to the provinces.

TITLEV

THE PROVINCIAL CHAPTER

182 - 1. The ordinary provincia chapter shal be convoked by the Minister Generd and celebrated
according to the norms decreed in the genera tatutes.

2. The Minigter Provincia with the consent of his definitory may convoke an extraordinary chapter
whenever matters of great importance are pressing.

183 - 1. The praeses of the ordinary chapter in the first part of the chapter up to the fourth session
isthe Minister Generd or hisdelegate (cf. Directory for Provincid Chapters). The Minister
Provincid presides over the remaining sessions of the ordinary chapter and over other chapters.

2. The voting members of the ordinary provincid chapter are: the minister generd or his delegate,
the former minister generd in his native province, the minister provincid, the former minister
provincid who terminated his office in the lagt ordinary chapter (not, however, beyond the next
ordinary chapter), the provincia custodes, the provincia definitors, the capitular custos, and
deputies dected according to the genera atutes, unless the Minister Generd with the consent of his
definitory, in accordance with the statutes, should provide otherwise as regards the participation of
al solemnly professed friars

3. Thevoting members of the extraordinary provincid chapter are: the minister generd or his
delegate, the former minister generd in his native province, the minister provincid, the former
minister provincid who terminated his office in the last ordinary chapter, the provincid custodes, the
provincid definitors and the capitular custos actudly in office, the deputies who were present & the
last ordinary chapter, unless the Minister General with the consent of his definitory, in accordance
with the statutes,

should determine otherwise as regards the participation of dl solemnly professed friars.

184 - 1. Direct suffrage for the eection of the Minister Provincid is alowed in the Order according



to the generd datutes.
2. Theintroduction of this method in any province pertainsto the provincia statutes.

3. The provincid satutes shal determine both the method of eection foreseen in the genera Statutes
and the number of deputies, whether in the province or in the provincia custody.

185 - If for some serio us reason an ordinary provincid chapter cannot be celebrated the Minister
Generd with the consent of his definitory and, if possible, after consulting with the friars of the
province shdl gppoint the Minigter Provincid and his definitory.

TITLE VI

THE MINISTER PROVINCIAL AND
HIS DEFINITORY

186 - The oneto be eected Minister Provincid should be solemnly professed at leest five years and

possess maturity, prudence, Franciscan expertise and spirit, and the other requisites of law (can.
129, 1;134, 1; 274, 1).

187 -In aspirit of love and concern for al, the minister should zedloudy take care that the friars leed
alife ever more in conformity with the Rule and Congtitutions for their sanctification and the
edification of the Church.

188 - 1. The Minister Provincia has proper ordinary power over the entire province and over each
friary aswell as over each and dl the friars according to the norms of the Condtitutions.

2. Thefollowing are immediately subject to the Minister Provincid: the provincia custodes and
guardians and, in what pertainsto their duties, the provincia definitors, the provincia delegates, and
the directors of seminaries. All the other friars are mediately subject.

3. Immediately subject to the general and provincia custos are the guardian and, in what pertains to
ther duties, custodia definitors and directors of seminaries. All the other friars are mediately
subject.

189 - The vicar and three other assstants condtitute the definitory of the Minister Provincid unless
more are required by the provincia satutes.

190 - The definitorid council if it has been established by the provincid satutes shall be convoked
by the Minister Provincid to handle grester province matters and it shal have the faculties of a
council. The mgjor superior shall seek advice or consent as prescribed in the provincia satutes.



191 - The vating members of the definitorid council are: the former Minister Provincid who
terminated his office in the last chapter, the provincel definitors, the capitular custos, and other
voting members dready eected for three years according to the provincid statutes.

192 - The vicar shdl assumethe role and take the place of aMinister Provincial who is absent or
impeded. However, should the authority of the Minister Provincid cease outside chapter, the vicar,
retaining the title of vicar, succeeds him until the ordinary provincid chapter and immediately notifies
the Minister Generd that the office is vacant.

193 - The capitular custos, who isto be eected in the provincia chapter by written balot, shall
cary out avigtation during histerm of office and give areport in the ordinary provincid chapter on
the sate of the province. His office isincompatible with the office of definitor.

194 - In order to coordinate and promote the principa activities of the province, it is opportune that
province commissions be established. Their number, membership, competence, and modus agendi
should be determined in the provincid statutes

TITLEVII

THE GENERAL AND PROVINCIAL CUSTODES
AND THEIR DEFINITORIES

195 - 1. What is prescribed above under titles VV and VI concerning the province and its officids
gpplies dso to the generd custody, with due proportion of law.

2. Inasmuch asthe authority in agenerd custody is vicariousit can for ajust reason be limited by
statutes gpproved in the genera chapter.

3. Generd cugtodies shdl have thelr capitular custos who shal give the report in the ordinary
custodial chapter on the state of the custody.
196 - 1. A provincid custody can haveits own chapter according to the norms of the provincia

datutes. The authority it has is determined by the same Statutes.

2. The Provincid Custos and his vicar and at least two definitors shall be eected by the provincia
or custodial chapter according to the norms of the provincia statutes.

3. Provincid custodies should have their capitular custos if the provincia statutes so determine. He
isto give areport on the Sate of the custody only in the ordinary custodid chapter.

197 - 1. Itisthe duty of the Provincid Custos to encourage the religious life, ministry, and works of
thefriars and, in conformity with Congt. n. 153, promote the growth of the Order.



2. With the consent of his definitory the custos can affiliate candidates to the custody, admit them to
profession, issue dimissorid |etters, inditute or remove guardians, and present friars to the local
ordinary to be pastors.

3. Asto other matters, especidly extraordnary, the authority of the custos, as vicarious, can be
circumscribed by the provincia chapter and the provincid statutes.

TITLE VI

CONFERENCES

198 - 1. Itisadvised that conferences of Ministers Provincia be established in the area of
provinces and custodies which have a cultura or another specid affinity so that, by sharing their
wisdom and experience and exchanging views, asincere union of effort may be made for the

common good.

2. Each conference shdl prepare its own statute to be approved by the Minister Generd with his
definitory in which the membership- namely, only the ministers and custodes according to the
geographica area - the competence, and times of meeting are defined.

199 - The secretariat of the conference shal opportunely foster and maintain close relation with the
Minigter Generd and his definitory and with other conferences through its own assstant generd;
likewise, it shal report on the main topics or questions submitted to the conference by major
superiors or ather friars, prepare the minutes and other reports, and transmit these to the individua
provinces concerned.

200 - The Minigter Provincid should cooperate willingly with conferences of mgjor superiorsfor a
better coordination of works and activities, in close union with the conferences of bishops.

TITLEIX
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE FRIARY
201 - Thelocd fraternity is governed by the Guardian, either done or with the friary chapter.

202 - 1. Itisthe duty of the Guardian to direct and coordinate the life and activity of thefriarsin
accordance with the Rule, Condtitutions, and statutes and to foster a spirit of true fellowship.

2. He has ordinary power over dl the friars de familiaand over othersresdent in the friary.
203 - 1. All solemnly professed friarsin the friary, but not fewer than three, with chapter rights

according to Congt. n. 206, condtitute the friary chapter which is presided over by the Guardian.
For mgjor seminaries the genera statutes should be observed.



2. Ordinarily every month and whenever it seems necessary the chapter shal be convoked by the
Guardian or, when he is absent and if the matter cannot be postponed, by the vicar.

204 - 1. Itisthe duty of thefriary chapter to congtitute the officids of the friary and of filid houses
and to lay down normsfor the individua offices. Other mattersto be dedlt with in the friary chapter
in acollegia manner are indicated here and there in the Congtitutions, especidly in chepter V.

2. Matters, however, dready indicated in the Congtitutions for which the Guardian needs the
consent or advice of the friary chapter should aso be specified in the statutes. In these caseswhat is
prescribed in the Condtitutions and statutes concerning definitories should aso be applied to the

friary chapter.

205 - The Guardian of afriary under the immediate jurisdiction of the Minister Generd isindituted
by the Minister Generd with his definitory; the officiads, however, are indtituted by the friary chapter.

206 - 1. All solemnly professed friars are to be assigned de familia to the friary where they reside
and exercise ther rights and obligations according to the norms of the Condtitutions. -

2. Each solemnly professed friar has active and passive voicein only onefriary and in only one
province, ether his native province or ancther.

3. Solemnly professed friars assigned to a friary of their province have active and passive voicein
that same friary and province according to the norms of the Congtitutions.

4. Friars assgned to some friary outside their province have rights and obligations according to the
agreement made between the respective mgor superiors after consulting with the friar. These,
together with the specific determination of the length of the friar's stay there, should be clearly
defined in the letter of obedience.

5. Thetrandfiliation of afriar from his own to another province can be effected either permanently
or for acondgderable length of time with the consent of the friar himself and of the ninistersof both
provinces after they have obtained the consent of their respective definitories.

6. A friar who has received permission to go to a missionary province or generd custody exercises
hisrights there as long as he resdes in it; meanwhile, the rightsin his native province or custody
remain suspended. The provincid statutes should provide for the case of aprovincid custody.



